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MILITARY ACADEMY. | 

eof \ 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF VISITERS. | 
To THE SECRETAKY OF War: 


Sir: The Board of Visiters, who, in compliance 
with your request, have attended the examination of 
the United States Military Academy, discovered, in 
entering on the duties assigned them, that an exten- 
sive field of inquiry and observation was presented, 
deeply important, from the interesting results imme- 
diately involved, and the incidental responsibilities 
attaching to their commission, were induced, as a pre- 
liminary step, to ascertain the sources from which 
their ultimate decisions should be drawn; this was 
effected with great facility, aud they feel a high gra- 
tification in acknowledging that every departinent of 
the Institution was made tributary to the object— 
every means called for being furnished by the Super- 
intendent, and the very able and intelligent geuntle- 
men who are at the head of the several departments. 

As none of the members of thé Board had ever been 
present at any previous examination, it is not in their 
power to state the progress which may have been 
nade in the improvement of the discipline, or the 
course of studies, of the Cadets; nor to present a 
comparison between the actual, and any preceding, 
state of the Academy ; but so faras they were enabled 
to judge from what passed under their notice, they are 

ratified in being able to state, that the examination 
of the classes, generally, in their respective branches 
of study, were highly creditable, both to the Institu- 
tion and their pupils. 

The first, or graduating class, was examined on the 
subjects of Civil and Military Engineering, Ethics, 
Rhetoric, Constitutional Law, and Artillery and In- 
fantry tactics, on each of which subjects the young 
geutlemen exhibited a proficiency highly honorable 
to the class in general, and gratifying to the Board. 
The impression Teft by this examination on the minds 
of the Board was, that these graduates would pass 
from the Institution ably fitted to the discharge ol the 
important duties of the various stations they may be 
called to occupy, whether in the public service of 
their country, or in those positions in civil life, for 
which the education received at this Institution more 

articularly qualifies thein. And the Board would 

urther express a confident belief, that the results 
growing out of this education will most fully reflect 
ack on the country the enlarged benefits which are 
conferred on the pupils of this school. 

The second class was examined in Natural and 
Experimental Philosophy, Chemistry, and Landscape 
and Topographical Drawing. The Board would, in 
an especial manner, notice the highly creditable per- 
formances of this class, on each of these branches, as 
alike honorable to the attention and zeal of the in- 
structors, and to the application of the pupils. 

The third and fourth classes were examined on 
Mathematics and French. The proficiency exhibit- 
ed by the members of those classes was such as to 
give the most entire satisfaction to this Board, who 
cannot close this very brief expression of their praise, 





without congratulating the Institution that the plan of 


the highly accomplished Professots, who but lately 
occupied the chair of Mathematics, should have been 
so ably filled, as the results of this examination fully 
prove that it is, by the talented young officer who now 
so advantageously presides in it. 

In closing this very brief and general expression 
of the impressions left upon thein by this review of 
the entire course of studies pursued at the Iastitution, 


—— | 





servations. They regard this examination as a fair 

and unexceptionable test of the actual acquirements 

inade by the Cadets, so far as a public and limited 

examination on some of the branches of each course 

of study can be taken as acriterion of the proficiency 

of the pupilon the whole. The text books used by 

each class were piaced before this Board, and they 

were invited to select the subject for examination for 

each Cadet, and to put such questions during the 

examination as they might deem fit. This duty the 

Board performed, and it is upon an examination con- 

ducted in chief by gentlemen,* who, from their offi- 

cial callings, habits, aud pursuits, were especially 

qualified for such investigation, that the deliberate 

opinion here expressed is founded, 

That all the meimbers of each class should not have 

appeared with equal advantage when put to so fair a 

trial, is not ascribuble fo any cause known to the 

Board, except to that diversity of physical capacity 
and talent which no education can soon cause to dis- 
appear. The Piofessors ave generally the same who 
conducted the studies of preceding classes—geutle- 
inen entirely devoted to the best interests of the In- 
stitution, and peculiarly fitted for the important du- 
ties they discharge. It is not the province of this 
Boal to eulogize the services and worth of public 
servants; but when to talents, rarely the gilt to in- 
dividuals, is combined au active zeal in the perform. 
ance of laborious duties, iuvolving the highest trusts, 
the Board will not repress au expression of the deep 
sense they entertain of their merits, nor hesitate to 
urge, wilh due respect, their claims upoh your kind 
attention, so far as they cau be made available in ren- 
dering their positions agreeable and pleasant to them. 
The attention of the board was particularly direct- 
ed to every point by which the physical coilorts of 
the Cadets were in any way aifected. They accord- 
ingly made a thorough inspection of the Barracks, 
Hospital, Com.aons, &c. &e., and found that every 
thiug had been, and was, done by the officers presid- 
ing over their respective departunents, wlich could, 
in any way, contribute to the comfort and conveni- 
ence of those under their care. Good order and 
neatness were observable throughout all these ar- 
rangements, with such checks instituted into the ex- 
penditure of the Cadets as must completely secure 
thei from any imposition, should any attempt of that 
character be ever made. 

In exainining into the wants of the Institution, the 
Board considered the improvements called for in the 
different branches of the Institution, the discipline, 
the meral training, and the coinforts of the Cadets, 

In the first of these, the Board would respectfully 
call your attention to the inadequate nuimber of offi- 
cers allowed from the army to the Institution, to per- 
form the duties of assistant Professors. This subject 
was most pertinently and strangly brought under the 
notice of the Secretary of War, in the able report 
made by the Board of Visiters of 1833. No ameliora- 
tion, so far as this Board can learn, grew out of that 
recommendation ; nor have the various representa- 
tions which, they understand, have been subsequent- 
ly made by the Academic Staff, on the same point, 
inet with more success. Most of the departments of 
the Institution are at this moment laboring under 
the obstacles thus thrown in their way; and nothing 
but the most incessant and arduous labor, abridging 
accorded indulgences, and trenching on the means of 
health, has enabled several of the Professors lo carry 
forwacd their pupils under this state of things. 








this Board must permit themselves to offer a few ob- 











* President Adams and Wayland, with Professor Dod, 
were meubers of the Board, 
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The Board would not give a positive opinion on 
the claims of the Institution upon the services of of- | 
ficers of the army who have been graduated from it; 
but it does strike them that there is some claim, per- | 
haps a strong one, arising simply out of the relation 
of the graduate and his alma mater—and it does fur- 
ther appear that the young officer cannot be placed 
in a position more favorable to the advancement of 
his own qualifications, or be made more generally 
useful, than in imparting to others the acquirements 
he has made at this Institution. | 
The Board, in connexion with this subject, would 
bring under your notice the present position of the | 


or discipline. They would ask, whether it is not ex- 
posing an ingenuous youth to a fearful moral trial, to 
coerce his presence, and exact from him, under oath, 
testiinony, which must go to the conviction of a fellow 
comrade (perhaps no more culpable than himself) 
and results in his own dismission from the Academy 
with disgrace. It is enough to touch, thus lightly, 
on the subject ; the Board do not intend more in this 
place than to throw out some general remarks ; more 
would, indeed, be unnecessary ; for, the subject you 
will find discussed in detail in the very able report 
of one of the committees. Their object here is only 
to invite your attention to what struck them asa most 


acting Professor of Chemistry. ‘This able officer,':momentous concern to the highly intelligent youths 


with responsibilities and duties in no wise inferior to | 
those of any of his colleagues, has neither the advan- | 
tages presented by the permanent character, nor by 
the allowances made them under their commissions. 
The Board, therefore, suggest, that it would be not 
only an act of strict justice to have his chair placed | 
on the same level with those of his colleagues, but. 
that it would advance the best interests of the Acade- | 
iny to give hiin a stake in its concerns, which, though | 
he now acts under its influence, certainly can arise | 
out of nothing but a pure and highly commendable 
zeal for its cause. 

The departments of Engineering, Natural Philoso- 
phy, Chemistry, Drawing, and the Library, are still in 
avery incomplete condition, owing to the want of suffi- | 
cient models and books appertaining to these different 
branches, and to suitable accommodations and con- 
veniences in the buildings of the Institution, fer the 
purposes of the classes taught. The Board, therefore, 
would, in an especial manner, recommend this subject 
also to your consideration, for they are fully satisfied 
that results can only be proportioned to the means 
placed at the disposal of the officer. If the latter are 
insufficient, it is exacting too much to expect that the 
former shall be of a favorable character. If much 
has been done without adequate means, it but seems 
more forcibly to illustrate the claims of the Professor 
upon the attention of the Government, and is a vir- 
tual pledge of better future performances with in- 
creased means. From what the Board have been able 
to learn, as set forth in the reports of their commit- 
tees, but small yearly appropriations will be required 
to enable these departments to keep pace with the 
rest of the scientific world; and these, they feel a 
confident hope, will be granted by the country, when 
their obvious utility, indeed their indispensable neces- 
sify, are so fully shown. 

With regard to the actual discipline of the school, 
and the moral training of the cadets, as compared 
with any preceding period, this Board can give no 
information which you do not already possess, for the 
reasons assigned in the first part of this report. The 
effects of discipline are rather felt than seen; and it 
requires a longer habitual intercourse with the young 

ntlemen of this corps than the Board have enjoyed, 
to enable them to speak advisedly or understandingly 
on this point. There are, however, some suggestions 
(even under the acknowledged incompetency ) which 
the board would throw out at hazard. 

They have great faith in the mode of government 
for military men, or those training to the profession 
of arms, which has resulted from the long experience 
of so many nations; and they, therefore, would with 
great hesitation advise any change which would not 
present almost a moral certainty of ameliorating, and 
not conflict with the sterner obligations to duty. But 
as parents, as members of the great christian family, 
they would ask, whether more security might not 
arise from the moral influence of a zealous, conscien- 
tious chaplain on these youths, than by any other 
known means. Approving of the system of trial by 
Court Martial in an institution like this, they would 
ask, whether the present practice, which obtains in 
these trials, is the best that could be devised, for con- 
victing and punishing the offender against good morals 











with whom they have been broughtintocontact. Are 
they all the Board could wish them, and they sincere- 
ly believe they approach nearer to that condition, still 
they would guard them from evil by the most effectu- 
al of trials, self-arraigninent before the tribunal of 
conscience. The Board do not, sir, offer you a reme- 
dy, if one be necessary—they only commit the sub- 
ject to your care, feeling assured, that the arental 
interest you must take in the Institution will lead you 
to apply the most proper correction. 

With regard to the improvements called for in the 
physical cornforts of the Cadets, the Board would ob- 
serve, that the barracks, now occupied by them, are 
ill arranged and inconvenient structures for the pur- 
pose to whichthey are applied. Three or four Ca- 
dets are huddled together in rooms, some of which are 
barely sufficient for the comfortable accommodation 
of two persons, and some not large enough for the 
comfortable accommodation of one alone. The Board 
would, therefore, recommend a thorough examina- 
tion, by a competent board of engineer officers, into 
the present st.«e of the buildings, to the end that, if 
they admit of alteration, by which comfort and salu- 
brity can be obtained, it be made as speedily as itcan 
be done. 

In connexion with this subject, the Board would of- 
for some further suggestions, which have grown out 
of their examination into the fiscal concerns of the 
Institution. With e-ery confidence in the officer se- 
lected by the Secretary of War to preside over this 
Institution, they would still inquire, whether the large 
improvements, in the way of the erection of new 
buildings, demolishing or removing old ones, chang- 
ing the physical aspect of the Point, by opening new 
avenues and clearing away its timber, should not un- 
dergo the revision of a board of competent engineer 
officers before the plans are submitted to the Secre- 
tary of War for his approval. This method, the 
Board believe, is pursued in the Engineer and Ord- 
nance corps, and in other branches of service, where 
large disbursements are made; and it is one, which 
further strikes the Board, a proper regard for the 
strict application of the public funds calls for in all 
cases, not only to secure the public against damage, 
but to relieve the officer himself from a heavy respon- 
sibility, which he ought not unnecessarily be made to 
bear. 

The Board would further recommend, that all fur- 
ther disbursements for the library be placed under 
the care of a committee of the Academic Staff, to be 
elected annually from and by their own body, and that 
it be made their duty to’see that this most important 
auxiliary to the well-being of the school be supplied 
with the most useful and necessary works; and that 
they be kept in as good a state as the funds yearly 
granted by Congress for it, when most judiciously ap- 
plied, will admit of. 

They would also advise that no future appropria- 
tions be asked for by any department of the Institu- 
tion, except for specific objects, the cost of which 
shall be previously ascertained as practicable. And 
that it be made obligatory upon the heads of each de- 
partment to see that the appropriation, when granted, 
be applied promptly and specifically to the purpose 
for which it was asked; and that, in future, no sum 
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be allowed to lie over, from year to year, to the 
prejudice. of the Institution. They would, finally, 
suggest and recommend, that these provisions for 
future disbursement be made immediately to apply t» | 
all unexpended balances now on hand. 

The Board observed with regret that the subjects of 
Mineralogy and Geology, although constituting a part 
of the regular course of studies prescribed for the Ca- 
dets, had, for some time back been omitted, owing to 
a want of sufficient instructors in the Chemical de- 
partment. This omission, which the Board regard as 
a serious defect in the general course of instruction, 
they understand might be remedied, by having ano- 
ther assistant professor detailed froin the line of the 
army to attend to this branch. The importance of 
this study to those engaged in civil engineering, or 
in the survey of the country, is too obvious to call for 
any particular remarks from the Board; they would, 
therefore, simply confine themselves to urging on 
your consideration the propriety of making such im- 
mediate provision for its future prosecution at the 
Military Academy, as your office may place at your 
disposal; and that, at some opportune moment, the 
subject be brought before Congress, in order thata 
more permanent provision be made to carry out those 
ofa temporary character, which you may have been 

leased to introduce. 

The late addition to our military establishment of two 
regiments of light dragoons, as well as the repeat- 
ed recommendations of previous Boards of Visiters, 
have suggested to this Board, wether some provi- 
sion should not be made to have a school of cavalry tac- 
tics attached to this Academy. The importance of 
early training to those who are to constitute a perma- 
nent part of this force, the Board deems of sufficient 
weight to fix your attention upon the best means of 
accomplishing it. They have not, however, suffi- 
cient data to enable thein to point ont the manner in 
which the object to be attained might be best arrived 
at, and would, therefore, leave its details entirely in 
vour hands, as one who is more conversant with the 
facilities which the service itself offers for giving ef- 
fect to theirrecommendations. They, therefore, only 
reiterate their convictions of the necessity of some 
preparatory school for cavalry officers, which, it 
strikes them, is scarcely less important than the 
schools of artillery and infantry tactics, through 
which the officers of these arms of service are now 
obliged to pass. 

In closing their general report, the Board would re- 
fer you to the seperate reports of their several com- 
mittees, as containing the most elaborate and ample 
details on the different subjects confided to their in- 
vestigation ; and which, in this place, they have been 
able only to present you with such a very cursory 
glance. Could the Board permit themselves to in- 
dulge in all the reflections that have been called 
forth by the very interesting and highly important 
duties in which they have been engaged, they are 
fearful that, however pleasing the theme to them- 
selves and instructive to the public, the report might 
deter many from its perusal by itslength. They will 
therefore terminate it by asking any candid inquirer 
after truth ; any citizen solicitous for his country’s 
good alone ; any patriot, proud of the elevated rank 
she is destined to take among the nations of the earth, 





whether this Institution is fulfilling the great ends of 


its original founders, and the best wishes of its pre- 
sent friends, in the aid which the country at large 
is deriving from the number of well-trained youths 
in the military profession which it yearly sends 
forth, not only into the regular service of the na- 
tion, but into the ranks of the militia, scarcely less 
the immediate object of public care. Whether the 
bond of union, between these two branches of our 
military force, is not daily deriving more strength from 
the concert of action which necessarily arises from a 
common source of instruction, at which both are now 
being supplied. Whether the obstacles to a perpetual 





union, arising from the great geographical divisions of 
our country, and to which the monitory voice of the 
illustrious Washington referred, and so anxiously 
sought to guard it, can be overcome by any more ef- 
fective means, than in the diffusion of knowledge 
from asingle source, and teaching her sons, when 
men can alone be taught with the certainty of sue- 
cess, that lesson of divine wisdom, love one another. 
Whether the country has not reaped, and is not now 
daily reaping, from building up and sustaining this 
Institution, benefits immeasurably greater than she 
has conferred in a pecuniary point of view. And 
whether, finally, a cheaper plan equally effective can 
be devised by haman wisdom for attaining the ob- 
jects, which it was intended to accomplish, of sup- 
plying the army and militia with able, intelligent of- 
ficers, and in the diffusion of sound military instrue- 
tion throughout the country. 

The opinion maturely arrived at by this Board, 

upon aclose and laborious investigation into the con- 

cerns of the Academy, is, that it is altogether worthy 
of the future patronage of the People. Worthy, asa 
proud memorial of that exalted benificence which, 
with equal hand, extend: its blessings to the rich and 
poor. It will be a happy recollection, sir, for them 
to call up at some future day, that the soundness of 
this opinion had been sustained by the concurring 
voices of their fellow-citizens, to whom they submit 
it, with an earnest recommendation that the Academy 
be amply fostered, and jealously entrusted only to 
those who shall show themselves worthy of appre- 
cialing and carrying out its great purposes. 

THOS. BENNETT, Pres’t, of S. Carolina. 

JOSEPH ADAMS, Massachusetts. 

FRANCIS WAYLAND, Rhode Island. 

JAMES McKOWN, New York. 

RUTGER B. MILLER, do. 

ALBERT B. DOD, New Jersey. 

JNO. MILES, See’ry, Pennsylvania. 

ELLIS LEWIS, do. 

HENRY ROGERS, do. 

JACOB WAGENER, do. 

HENRY HUNTT, D.C. 

JAMES ROGERS, S. Carolina. 

JAMES S. BULLOCK, Georgia. 

JOHN C. MULLAY, Tennessee. 

WM. M. DUNN, Indiana, 

M. ARBUCKLE, Brig. Gen. U. 8. A. 

U.S. Mirirary Acapemy, 

West Point, June 17, 1837. 
No. 1. 

Mr. Mires, from the committee to whom was refer- 
red the ** Military Department, including Engi- 
neering,and Tactics,” made the following report : 

To the PresipEenT, &c. 

The committee, in the performance of the duties 
assigned them, have endeavored to avoid interfering 
with the peculiar province of any other of the stand- 
ing committees of the Board. The department al- 
lotted to us is undoubtedly one of the most impor- 
tant, because, in its ecope and by relation, it embra- 
ces all the others; but the cdmmittee will only ad- 
vert tu those topics which demand their peculiar 
attention. The Institution is based upon the enume- 
rated powers of the General Government ‘‘ to pro- 
vide for the common defence.” It has, therefore, 
for its grand object the cultivation of military know- 
ledge, in all its branches, to be used in the service 
of the country when needed, and by means of which 
only can the common defence be provided for, In 
the language of Washington, “the institution of a 
mililary academy is recommended by cogent rea- 
sons. However pacific the general policy of a na- 
tion may be, it ought never to be without a stock of 
military knowledge for emergencies.”* According- 





* Speech of President Washington, Dec. 7, 1796, 
Foreign Relations, vol. 3, p. 31. 
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ly, the Academy, its instructors, and students, forma jects. Your committee have seen no reason to doubt 
part of the army establishment of the United States. it. No appointments of cadets are made from pecu- 
The cadets are liable to be called into actual service culiar or favored classes, as far as the committee 
atany moment, and the whole institution is amena-|ccould ascertain; on the contrary, the majority of 
ble to the War Department.* When the cadet has appuin'ments during the Jast two years have been of 
graduated, he is placed on the army list for promo- | persons from the poorer classes of our citizens. And 
tion, or he may altogether retire to the walks of civil ip the administration of the Academy, during the pe- 
life. In either case he has acquired a vast fund of riod of the cadets’ study, the dismissions, punish- 
military knowledge which is ready at the call of his; ments, and graduations, are awarded with the most 
country, whenever made, and which, in time of entire system of impartiality. We bave seen sons of 
peace, is devoted to the various works of art which, the most distinguished statesmen and soldiers of the 
benefit the people ; or it diffuses itself among the Jat- , land dismissed for miscunduct or demerit, while those 
ter, fostering and establishing the etficiency of a ci+ of the mechanic, the farmer, or the artizan, received 


tizen soldiery. ‘the proper reward for talent and application. These 


“A military academy” says the Senate of the are adverted to, not because the slightest distinctions 
United States, in an address to the President, Dec. are made in favor of the sons of the poor to the dis- 
12, 1796, ‘* may be rendered important. * * */ advantage of those of the rich, because that would 
Connected with, and supported by, such an estab-|be odiously proscriptive, but because it is the fact 
lishment, a well regulated militia, constituting the | that all distinctions are unknown, except those which 
natural defence of the country, would prove the | must exist between superior intelligence, industry, 
most effectual as well as economical preservative of skill, and merit, and the reverse. 
peace.” These objects appear to have been keptstea-| The ‘* conduct” and * merit” rolls are kept by the 
dily in view, in the successive legislations of Con-| heads of the departments, without the slightest rea- 
gress, in reference to this Institution. It is undoubt- | son for combination in an unworthy purpose, so that 
edly true, that its plan of instruction bas become |the committee are unaware of any improvement 
more extensive than was originally contemplated. | in the course of instruction in this respect. Your com- 
That plan seems to have been designed for a mere| mittee do not feel themselves at liberty to comment 
tuition of tactics, but in course of time it was found! upon the objections which have occasionally been 
necessary to enlarge the system. By force of the suggested against the Institution in a general point of 
principles of economy and safety of the people, the| view. Yet, they feel bound to state, that the utmost 
standing army of the nation is small, but its territo-| economy has been used by the Government, as well 
ries are extensive, and present a vast sea-board and | as in the Institution, consistently with the important 


inland frontier. As the population increased, it then objects in view. 
becaine essentially necessary that the officers of that | 


small army should possess a various and extensive four years, under a liability to be called into the field 


knowledge in all the different branches incident and 
tributary to the art of war. Civil and military en- 
gineering thus became important, and other branches 
were found to be equally necessary. Mineralogy, 
geology, natural and experimental philosophy, che- 
mistry, mathematics and drawing, all minister to 
a useful military knowledge. An acquaintance 
with constitutional law is also as needful to the sol- 
dier as the citizen, in a country where the rights of 
the people are fixed and sacred. Ethics, asa branch 
of instruction, is important, if in no other view than 
this ; the students, selected indiscriminately from the 
several parts of the country, are enlisted in the ser- 
vice for a period of years, and at an age when the 
mind is best fitted to receive such mora} and political 
impressions as serve to constitute the high character 
and usefulness of the man in the active scenes of life. 


‘To have deprived the students, in this Acadeiny, of 
that knowledge which is open elsewhere to all other 


classes of the community, would have been to have 
sent thein forth to the world deficient in those fixed 
principles which are required in successful public 
life, as well as in the private stations of sociely, men- 
tal discipline ; the sense of moral responsibility, aud 
the obligations of the christian religion therefore be- 
came important in every point of view. 

The committee have tkus adverted to these mat- 
ters for the purpose of giving their hearty approba- 
tion to the course of instruction pursued in this mili- 
tary Institution ,because the whole of it is directed, 


-or necessarily incident to the purposes of the com- 


mon defence, and therefore withia the provisions of 


Ahe constitution, and true to its founders. Ina word, 


its object is the constitution of a true soldier, who 
shall serve his country ‘* without fear,and without 
reproach.’’? A soldier, whose moral as well as purely 
professional qualities may find deathlesa examples in 
the character of a Washington. 

It would seem also to bea subj.ct for inquiry, 
whether the practical results of the Institution evince 
that the course cf instruction is according te its ob- 





* Opinion, Attorney General, August 21, 1819. Mili- 
tary Affairs, vol. 2, p 30. 














Anda just compensation for the 
expenditure is yielded to the nation by a service of 


in time of need; by the military skill, knowledge, 
and discipline which is carried into thestanding army; 
by the eminently valuable services which are ren- 
dered in after life by those who continue in the 
army, with but a tneagre compensation at best, anda 
distant prospect of promotion to the higher military 
Stations ; by the difiusion of military knowledge (in- 
cluding civil engineering) among the mass of the 
people by those who resign ; and by the ability of the 
latter to take command of, and wield the militia de- 
fence of the country, whenever the footsteps of an 
invading enemy shall pollute our shores.* As to the 
military character of those who have been in actual 
service, the history of our wars prove that the chil- 
dren have not disgraced the reputation of their pa- 
rent school. Wherever they have been engaged, 
they have been noted for their prudence in design, 
and their intrepidity in execution. In the jate Flo- 
rida campaigns, scarcely initiated into the active 
scenes of their profession, they have been found with 
their wounds in front—shot down “on the battle 
ground of the advanced guard.” We cannot but 
conclude, and that without disparagement to the cha- 
racter of the militia of the country, that, by force of 
their education, the deeds of these graduates have 
been as honorable to themselves as they have been 
serviceable to their conntry. 

The subjects to which the committee devoted spe- 
cial attention were engineering, and artillery, and 
infantry tactics. The scope of the course of instruc- 
tion in both civil and military engineering has been 





* Up to May 10, 1837, the total number of graduates 
at this Academy is 890. Of these, there are ia the mili- 
tary service 350 ; killed in battle 15; died in service 
120; resigned 351 ; declined 5 ; disbanded 27; dropped 
9; dismissed 13. Of the whole number there were al- 
loted to corps of engineers 59; topograpical engineers 
2; ordnance 18; light artillery 43; light dragoons 1 ; 
dragoons 13; mounted rangers 5; artillery 374. infan- 
try >68; marines 5; rifle 4; civil service 1. 

The total number of graduates for the last three years 
is 141; of them there are in the military service 90; 
killed in battle 2; died in service 3; resigned 45, de- 
clined 1. 
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80 frequently described by former Boards, as to ren- 
der any detail at this time unnecessary. Of its great 
value for tie purposes of mi itary efficiency, the 
committee entertain the same opinion that has been 
so often expressed. The first, or graduating class, are 
engaged during the ten months of the year in appli- 
cation to this branch, and during the present exam- 
ination great proficiency was displaye* by the ca- 
dets. No changes are necessary or advisable, except 
the proposed <option of a text book about to be pub- 
lished by Professor Mahan, in lieu of the lithograph- 
ed “* notes” or “ outlines” formerly prepared by this 
gentleman, whose acknowledged merit, as an ac- 
complished and skilful professor, gives full assurance 
that the change will be highly beneficial. The com 
mittee, however, beg leave to reiterate the necessity 
ot a supply of sufficient mod:is. No new ones (ex- 
cept that of a dry dock) have heen procured since 
1832. . The committee recommend that they be pur- 
chased without any unnecessary delay from the 
funds already appropriated by the Government for 
that purpose. The possession and use of these are so 
important to the student, as well as the teacher, that 
it is exceedingly desirable this recommendation 
should meet with the earliest practicable attention. 
The committee also beg leave to express their sa- 
tisfaction at the result of the examination in artillery 
tactics. In the examination hall on the board, in 
the laboratory, in the field manceuvres of the battery, 
mortar ‘practice, and target fring, the class displayed 
a commendable proficiency. The instruction in this 
department occupies about four months in the year. 
The text books are Lallemand’s, and the regulations 
adopted by the board of officers in 1825. It is much 
to be regretted that, in this important arm of the ser- 
vice, there has been no system adopted. The com- 
mittee think it not only of great iinportance to this 








Institution, but to the country, that immediate steps | 
should be taken by the Government towards the es- | 


tablishinent of a system of artillery tactics embrac- 
ing the latest improvements of other nations. The 
Academic Board have authorized Lieutenant Ander- 
son, under whose charge this department has been 
conducted, to prepare notes on the service of artil- 
lery in the field, in sieges, campaigns, &c. but the 
want of a regulation book on this subject, combin- 
ing the experience and knowledge of the nations 
most expert in the art of war, is evident. In this 
important branch, too, the want of a regular profes- 
fessorship, with an assistant, is severely felt; and_it 
is strenuously urged to the consideration of the 
War Department. In addition to the new field bat- 
tery which is under progress at the Watervliet arse- 
nal, and which will shortly be finished, in order to 


render this department complete, there are required | 


the following: 
Ist. Two 12-pounders, iron, with 


2d. Two 6-pounders, do. 
3d. One 24-pounder, howitzer, long, with carriage, 
Ath. One 12-pounder, do do do 


5th. A siege mortar, iron bed, 
6th. Regulation eprouvette and balls, 
7th. Materials for six mortar platiorms. 

All the deficiencies previously pointed out (with 
the exception of the light battery for maneuvering) 
still remain without a provision for a remedy, which 
is the subject of the strongest censure. 


The committee further request that it may be urg- | 


ed upon the War Department to provide for the pro- 


curement of models of carriages of the various kinds | 
used in service, to wil: field, siege, and garrison | 


carriages ; models of Congreve rockets, with pattern 


guns of each kind of the small arms now in use, or | 
as they may hereafter be adopted, viz: musket, rifle, 
carbine, and pistols, with accoutrements; ali these 
will greatly assist the professor in giving instruction, | 

The committee have been informed that there are 
scattered, at different posts and arsenals of the coun- 
try, trophy pieces of the revoluticnary war; although 





not strictly within the line of their duty, they take 
the liberty to suggest that these be ordered by the 
Secretary of War to be collected and deposited here 
under the charge of the instructor of artillery. 
While they will be considered by all as interesting 
relics, they will serve to awaken associations and 
remembrances of the glorions deeds of the revoln- 
tion in the minds of the youths educated here. Your 
committee, therefore, think there is no such fitting 
place for a depot as the military acacemy of the 
country. The committee further feel it their duty 
to call attention to the want of horses for instruction 
in cavalry tactics, and the art of horsemanship. This 
has been so repeatedly urged, that nothing remains 
to be added to the subject, except the suggestion that 
two files from each company of dragoons in the ser- 
vice might be ordered and stationed here, which, 
while it would enable the objects to be obtained, 
would provide a force for police duty. 

In infantry tactics, the course of instruction was 
carefully inquired into by the committee. The in- 
structions in this branch begins with the encamp- 
inent in June, including the fourth class (the newly 
appointed) of the cadets, immediately after the an- 
nual examination, and continues till October. It 
recommences in March, and terminates with the 
expiration of the academic year, making altogether 
seven months applicable to this course. The tac- 
ticial instruction embraces the schools of the soldier 
and battalion, and evolutions of the line, alternately, 
by recitations and exercises on the black board, and 
drills in the field. The battalion of cadets (the 
number varying in different years from 200 to 250) 
is divided for this purpose into four companies. The 
text book is General Scott’s work. No improvement 
is required in the plan of instruction, and in the 
execution of it every thing has been done which 
could he attained, as evidenced at the ** examina- 
tion.”” Every cadet of the first class resolved ques- 
tions put indiscriminately by verbal answers and de- 
monstration on the board. A_ battalion drill was 
conducted in the presence of your committee, by 
cadets ordered from the line for the purpose, and 
manoeuvres selected by the committee were execu- 
ted in a highly satisfactory manner; yet this is a 
subject requiring the action of the department. This 
part of the instruction is under the direction of Ma- 
jor Fowle, an able tactician, of whose merit succes- 
sive Boards have spoken in high terms. But, at pre- 
sent, there are but fwo assistant instructors, while 
there is positive necessity for four. To make the 
course perfect, there should be one for each of the 
four companies of cadets. The instructors are offi- 
| cers ordered to the Academy. While at the post, they 
are continually engaged iv inspections of barracks, 
drills, camp and post duties, class parades, &c. One 
of them, “the officer in charge” of the police and 
discipline, (See Regulations, 207 to 211,) is con- 
stantly engaged from reveillee till near eleven o'clock 
atnight. Under these circumstances, independent 
of the necessity above stated in reference to the sys- 
tem, the duty of the two present assistant instructors 
is excessively severe, and prevents a proper per- 
formance of the duties of tacticial instruction. Your 
committee, then, recommend that four assistant in- 
structors be always stationed at the Point. 

As appropriate to this department, the committee 
have examined the small arms used by the cadets. 
‘The muskets are in number 328, and are of different 
weights, to suit the physical strength of the cadets 
according to their respective ages. ‘They are kept 
_in good order. There is, however, a great want of 
swords, to supply the cadets who from time to time 
act as commissioned and non-commissioned officers 
of their battalion. The present swords were used 
during the revolution, are worn, scarcely capable of 
use much longer, and entirely unfitted for the pur- 
| pose. A plan of a sword is understuod to be in the 
- War Department. Thirty-tive, at least, are wanting, 
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and the cust would not exceed 500 dollars. Your 
committee re. .umeud that expenditure. 

The attention of the committee was given to the 
subject of courts martial. They were aware that it 
has been occasionally suggested by some, that, as 
applicable to the institution, they should be abolished; 
and, as a substitute, the exercise of a species of pa- 
rental authority should be vested in the Academic 
Board, ora portion of it, with power to counsel, pun- 
ish, forgive, reinstate, or dismiss. After mature 
deliberation on this subject, they are satisfied that 
the present system is the best that can be adopted, 
and this for several reasons. The institution isa 
military one, and the cadet is a soldier. He should 
early be made subject to those forms and rules 
which are to govern him, and to which he is to be 
amenable when he comes to exercise his profession 
‘in the regular army. Military law is based upon the 
fundamental principles of justice, which form the 
ground work of the civil code, and its adiministra- 
tion here is equally as important as that of the latter. 
As to the rights of the accused, it is sufficient to re- 
fer to the report of the committee on “ religious, &c. 
instruction ;” but as the courts martial themselves, 
being composed of different officers from different 
quarters, with a judge advocate especially selected 
at different periods, no danger of combination, or 
prejudice, against the individual arraigned can ex- 
ist, while such evils might, by possibility, flow from 
a stationary, permanent, and resident tribunal of 
small numbers. As far as inquiry could lead toa 
proper result, the committee believe that no change 
is desired, either by the administrative authorities of 
the Institution, or the cadets. As to the punishments, 
they seem to have been carefully proportioned to 
the offence, 2nd dismissals have been ordered only 
where, if the offender had remained, the example 
would have been dangerous. The supervisory pow- 
er, too, of the Executive, prevents the possibility of 
oppression. This power, however, the committee 
beg leave earnestly to suggest, should be very rare- 
ly used in favor of the sentenced cadet, and only 
where it is very clearly apparent that injustice has 
been done. If merely to gratify the pride of a dis- 
tinguished citizen, to yield to the friendship of per- 
sonal associations, or to assuage the sorrow of a fond 
parent, an offending cadet is to be restored to his 
rank and standing, the very foundation on which 
the Institution has acquired its safety and suecess— 
its discipline—is undermined. The committee have 
no reason to believe that this has been the practice, 
though individual instances may have happened; but 
they desire that these views should be distinctly made 
known, that there may be no hope, through ‘ fear, 
favor or affection,” of a violation of the rules with 
impunity. In the language of the late President of 
the United States, “the members of the Institution 
must look to their obligations, and fulfil thein faith- 
fully. Unless they do, they must expect to be visit- 
ed by adequate punishment.”* 

a 

* During the two years, ending on the 31st May, 1837, 
there have been held at this post, for the examination 
into the conduct of the cadets, sixteen general courts 
martial, one garrison court martial, and three courts of 
inquiry—the latter at the request of the party accused. 
The proportion of the cadets of the different classes tried 
during that time was, of the first class 12 ; of the second 
15; of the third 28 ; of the fourth 12; total 67. Ofthese, 





there were sentenced to be dismissed by the courts mar- 
tial 26, though of these, in several instances, the same | 
person was tried, and of these fifteen were committed, | 
or remitted, by the Executive, on recommendation of 
the court, or from other causes. Of the remaining 


eleven, whose sentences were carried into effect, six 
were subsequently restored, leaving five as the total num- 
ber actually dismissed during the two years. 
the same period, twenty-six have been otherwise pun- 
ished than by dismissal, by confinement, extra duty, 
&c., and nine have been acquitted. Of the above sixty- 
pne cases, fifty-three were for offences of the sccond | 





During . ; 
port gives some account ofthe state and prospects of 
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In conclusion, the committee beg leave to state, 
that they have recommended nothing but what they 
consider absolutely necessary to remc*.e the obsta- 
cles to a completely successful. prosecution of the 
various branches of knowledge included in thisdepart- 
ment. And they desire that this interesting Institution 
may be recommended to the fostering care of the Gov- 
ernment. Those who have doubts of its practical uti- 
lity, or of the industry, fidelity, and skill employed 
in its tuition and administration, would cast them off 
did they but examine the subject for themselves. 
The life of a cadet is not one of mere useless parade 
and permitted indolence. From the rising of the 
sun till the late hours of the night, for four years, 
away from home and the indulgences of parental 
fondness, and the vices of bad association—it is a life 
of study and discipline, both of mind and body, with 
just sufficient relaxation for purposes of health, and 
where the objects of temptation to enervate are ab- 
sent. With plain food, simple garments, and regu- 
lar hours, thé’ body becomes hardened in strength 
and vigor, while the mind is fraught with know- 
ledge, and taught habits of inquiry. And when the 
graduate passes forever from the walls of his alma 
mater, he is ready to take his position in the armies 
of the nation, skilled and disciplined, an able and wil- 
ling soldier, for the purposes of ‘* the common de- 
fence.” 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN MILES, Chairman. 

June 16, 1837. 





gradc, counting eight demerit; and eight for offences of 
the third grade, counting five demerit. 


The efforts made by the philanthrophic citizens of 
Boston to improve the condition and elevate the cha- 
acter of the Seamen of that port, are far greater than 
those which have been put forth for the same ends 
elsewhere, and appear to have been crowned with 
corresponding happy results. Our attention has been 
attracted to this subject by reading the annexed no- 
tice of the Jast report of the Seamen’s Friend age | 
of that city, the publication of which we make wit 
the greater readiness from the belief that the benefit 
of the example may not be lost elsewhere.—Balti- 
more American. 


From the Boston Daily Advertiser. 


Seamen’s Frienp Society.-—The ninth annual 
report of tae Seamen’s Friend Society has been pub- 
lished, for the information of its patrons, together 
with a brief notice of the proceedings of the last an- 
nual meeting. The Hon. Pliney Cutler, was chosen 
President ; James Means, Esq,. Vice President; 
Thomas D. Quincy, Treasurer; and Frederic A. 
Benson, Secretary. The recciptsduring the year, 
from various sources, the greater part being from 
collections at several public meetings, amounted to 
$3,253 43, and the expenditures to $2,694 17. Be- 
sides which, there were expended for the Sailor’s 
Home $12,103 78, including $9,700 for the pur- 
chase of a house; and the receipts on this account 
amounted to $10,953 75, leaving a balance due to the 
Treasurer of $1,159 03. The receipts consisted of 
$5,000 obtained by loan on a mortgage of the house, 
and the rest by <ubscriptions trom individuals, chiefly 
in sums of one, two and three hundred dollars each. 

The report gives a history of the measures adepted 
for the religious instruction of Seamen, and for the 
improvement of their coudition. The most import- 
ant object effected within the year, was the long de- 


‘sired one of the establishment of the Sailor’s Home. 


The efforts for this object have been attended with 
great success. The following extract from the re- 


this establishment. ; 
‘The Home has now beenin operation one year, 
under the supervision of Capt. Brown, a gentleman 








te, 
ey 
a- 
he 
rt- 
on 
Ve- 
ti- 
ed 
off 
es. 


he 
's, 
al 
ife 
th 
nd 
\b- 
u- 
N- 

he 
na 


il- 
ie- 


of 


in 
ds 
th 
en 
O- 
t 

t 

fit 
ii. 





ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE, 





ANZ 





b— = ———- 


—— -_—— 





every way competent for the responsible station. 
The house has been open to the constant inspection 
of the Directors, and that of their associates, the Di- 
rectresses of the Boston Female Seamen’s Friend 
Society. The furnishing of the house and supervi- 
sion of its internal concerns devolve upon the latter 
society, while your society has assumed the respon- 
sibility of purchasing the house and defraying its ex 

penditures. Capt. Brown and lady, the Directors 
are persuaded, have managed the concerns of the es- 
tablishment with prudence and economy, though the 
amount of receipts from the boarders is not equal, as 
may be seen by the Treasurer’s account, to the ex- 
penditures by several hundred dollars. The causes 
of the excess of expenditures over the amount of re- 
ceipts have been beyond control. Had the price of 
household articles of consumption remained as when 
the house was first opened, it is more than probable 
we should now have been able to announce that it 
had defrayed its expenses. The continual increase 
of the price of all kinds of provisions up almost to 
the present time, and the expenses incurred in getting 
the establishment under way, have caused the defici- 
ency. The house is now established, provisions are 
falling, the price of board, as it never has been raised, 
will continue the same. We are therefore confident 
that, as it regards its pecuniary affairs, we are enter- 
ing on a brighter year. 

«* Mr. and Mrs. Brown have devoted themselves to 
the great object for which they were engaged with a 
zeal and energy worthy of all praise. They have 
toiled, while they have only received food and rai- 
ment for themselves and their children. They have, 
however, had the consolation of knowing that their 
efforts have not been in vain. The blessings of many 
ready to perish will rest upon them, and the patrons 
of the house. Neither their personal, nor their pecu- 
niary, sacrifices will be lost. Indeed, they have al- 
ready been rewarded a hundred fold in the teinporal 
and spiritual good which has been communicated. 

“The recent excellent report of the ‘ Boston Fe- 
male Seamen’s Friend Society,’ has given, in addi- | 
tion to some very valuable statistics of the rise and 
progress of the seamen’s cause in this city, an ac- 
count of some of the first fruits of the Sailor’s Hone. 
Indeed we have now only a continuation of the report 
of the first fruits. The plentiful harvest is to be ga- 
thered and reported in future years. Ours is the of- 
fice to commence the work ; others, the honor to finish 
it. We are, however, happy to be permitted to re- 

ort that, during the first year of the establishment of 
the Sailor’s Home, four hundred sons of the ocean 
have found there a peaceful and quiet home. Of 
these, twenty-eight were shipwrecked seamen, fifty 
are officers of vessels, more than one-half of whom 
were elevated to their stations after they became resi- 
dents in this establishment. They have learned here 
a lesson of providence, which before they never 
knew or had forgotten. Hundreds of dollars have been 
saved for the sailor, or his family. They have learned 
to respect themselves, and look forward to places of 
profit and usefulness. Many reformations from al- 
most hopeless iutemperance have been accomplished. 
Some of these men have since been elevated to offi- 


institution. There our brethren have dwelt together 
in peace and unity. A large proportion were, or 
have become, decidedly temperate. The windward 
Auchor Teinperance Society was formed at the sug- 
gestion of seamen at the Home, and there received 
the signatures of its first members, Such being the 
influence of the house at home, the Directors are not 
surprised at its influence abroad. In this respect, 
the establishment has accomplished more than they 
anticipated. Crews, whole or in part, have been fre- 
quently shipped from the Home. Some of these 
have returned from their voyages. The testimony 
of the masters of these vessels, and that of other gen- 
tlemen, have been decidedly in their favor. Indeed 
these seamen have already exerted no inconsidera- 
ble influence cn commerce and religion.” 





“THe Rocky Movunrarins, or Scenes, Inet- 
DENTS, AND ADVENTURES IN THE Far West,” is 
the title of the new work by Washington Irving, 
just published by Mess:+. Cary, Lea, and Blanchard. 
It is the adventures of Capt. Bonneville, ot the U.S. 
Army, who, :t may be remembered, some years 
since, went witha trapping party into the wilderness, 
and was absent for so great a length of time that he 
was supposed to be dead, and his name was stricken 
from the army list. In 1835, however, he returned, 
after having passed three years among the Rocky 
Mountains; and his notes of his adventures were sub- 
mitted to Mr. Irving, which, being thrown into form, 
occupy the work now published, accompanied by a 
number of maps, designating the route, &c. Froma 
hasty examination, we are sure that volumes of more 
stirring interest have rarely been offered to the pub- 
lic, and the reader will find that the following notice 
of their publication in London is fully deserved : 

‘‘Strange incidents, striking situations, midnight 
escapes, discoveries of vast regions, and of tribes of 
Indians whose existence was never suspected, are 
the chief elements of the narrative. To these may 
be added the humors of the free trappers in the wild- 
erness—men always ready for a desperate exploit or 
a frolicsome carouse. The scenery of the romance— 
for, though a true story, the adventures of Captain 
Bonneville are steeped in the hues of poetry—is mag- 
nificent; and the reader finds himself now in the 
midst of vast plains, anon scaling the steep sides of 
giant mountains, sometimes bewildered in intermina- 
ble forests, at others borne along by the torrents of 
rushing rivers, or beleagured in the savage villages 
of the Indians. Whatever, indeed, may be the scene, 
the incidents are every where surprising and rapid in 
succession, while curious developments of human 
character and action are no less frequent.”—Penns’n, 





We understand that orders have been received at 
the Navy Yard, Charlestown, to build a sloop-of-war 
of the first class. Weare notalone when we declare, 
that we sincerely hope that her construction and fin- 
ish may mark an improvement, analagous to the 
great improvements of the age, which has so conspi- 
cuously been made manifest in the construction of 
our unrivalled merchant vessels, not only in this city, 
but of those in New York. It would appear, from 





cers of vessels, and restored to their friends regene- 
rated. Letters, expressive of the overflowing of a) 
arent’s heart, have been received in reply to intel- 
igence communicated that a wayward child had been | 
reclaimed from the paths of vice and crime, to those | 
of virtue and piety—that the lost was found. Morn- | 
ing and evening they have encircled the altar of mercy. | 
Every Tuesday evening, while in port, they have | 
worshipped God at their own Home; and, on the | 
— day, they have gone together to the house of | 
od. 

« At the hours of the day and evening, your agent | 
has visited the establishment. He has never seen 
there any thing but perfect propriety of conduct. 
Order, peace, and harmony, have pervaded the whole 


what we daily hear remarked, that our Naval archi- 
tecture has not advanced, if it has not retrograded, 
since the building of the frigates Constitution, United 
States, and particularly the U. S. ship Independence, 
A large proportion of our sloops-of-war built since 
the war do not evince any of those marked improve- 
ments, which the supposed scientific corrections of the 
draughts and models by the intelligent Navy Board, 
would lead the country to expect. If any regard is 
to be paid to the reports of the commanders and the 
officers which sail in them, some of them say, that to 
make them sail comparatively well with merchant 
vessels. they must be trimmed to draw more water 
forward than aft; this is certainly a new mode (is 
it an improvement?)—Boston Transcript. 
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WASHINGTON CITY; The following companies of the 2d regiment o 
THURSDAY, ........ . JUNE 29, 1837. Dragoons are now serving in Florida, under the com- 








TRANSFER. 

With a view to other pursuits, I have transferred 
the Army AnD Navy Crronic ce to Messrs. A. B. 
Claxton, & Co. and would respectfully solicit on their 
behalf, not a continuance merely, but an increase, of 
the support hitherto awarded tome. For the generous 
encouragement I have received during a period of up- 
wards of four years, ard for the repeated instances of 
disinterested kindness, manifested by various indivi- 
duals in times of need, I shall ever feel warmly grate- 
ful. 

To all those from whom I now part, I tender my best 
wishes for success in life. 


B. HOMANS. 
Jury 1, 1837. 


By the forgoing notice, it will appear that the Army 
AND Navy Curonic ce has been transferred tous. In 
assuming the management of the paper, we can only 
pledge our constant e: ‘eavors to render it worthy of 
continued support. No change will be made in the 
tone or course of the Chronicle; it will maintain its 
hitherto strictly neutral and impartial character. Poli- 
tics and personalities will be sedulously excluded, but 
its columns will be always open to a temperate scrutiny 
of public men and public measures. 

Coutributions from officers of both services are so- 
licited, and all information of passing events, at home 
or abroad, will be particularly acceptable. 

The Chronicle will be forwarded to all subscribers, 
who have paid in advance, until the expiration of the 
time paid for; after which it will be requisite for those 
who wish to continue, to renew their subscriptions. 

Mr. Homans will assist in the editorial department 
until other arrangements shall be made. 

A. B. CLAXTON & CO. 

{It is requested that communications and remit- 
tances may be addressed to the ‘‘Editors of the Ariny 
and Navy Chronicle.” 





Commodore Barron has asked to be relieved from 
the command of the Navy Yard at Philadelphia, and 
his request complied with, to take effect on the Ist 
July. A successor has not yet been ordered. 





Commander Samuel Breese has been ordered to the 


command of the sloop of war Ontario, preparing for 
sea at New York. 





The officers of the army who have Jately returned 
from Florida represent as the general impression there, 
that although the Indians have left the neighborhood 
of our encampments, they do not contemplate renew- 
ing hostilities. They are as averse to a removal as 
ever, and have taken advantage of the warm season, 
when active operations on our side cannot be carried 
en, to violate their engagements. It is expected that, 
when the cold weather sets in, they will return, and 
suffer themselves to be transported to the west. 











mand of the officers whose names are annexed. 


A—Lieut. J. W. Hamilton, at Newnansville. 


D—Bvt. Maj. J. H. Ashby, do 
E—Lieut. T. Dade, Picolata: 
F—Lient. J. W. S. MeNiel, Fort Mellon. 
G—Lieut. G. A. H. Blake, do. 
H—Lieut. J. Graham, do. 


I—Ca;*.. B. L. Beall, Newnansville. 





The Army Medical Board, which convened in New 
York on the 22d ult., adjourned on the 21st inst., hav- 
ing recommended the following gentlemen for ap- 
pointment as Assistant Surgeons in the army :— 

1—Joseph Beale, Jr. Pa. 3—Josias Simpson, Pa. 

2—Silas R. Arnald,N. Y. 4—W. J. Sloan, ‘Pa. 
5—W.S. King, Pa. 

The two first have been appointed, and assigned to 

duty. 





MoveMENts OF TROOPS.—The detachment of the 
Ist regiment of Dragoons, two companies under com- 
mand of Lieut. Col. Mason, left Fort Des Moines 
for Fort Leavenworth, on the Ist inst. The offi- 
cers who accompanied the troops were Captain 
Browne, Lieutenants Burgwin, Eustis, and Roberts, 
and Asssistant Surgeon Moore. 

Captain Tompkins, six officers, and 208 men, of the 
2d regiment of Dragoons, arrived at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, on the 22d May. Captain Fulton, three offi- 
cers and 122 men, on the 28th. Col. Twiggs, 
two officers and 95 men, on the 29th May. 

Companies A and G, of the 2d Infantry, left Fort 
Mackinac for Fort Howard, on the 10th inst. Officers, 
Captain J. J. B. Kinsbury ; Lieutenants Patten, An- 
derson, and Patrick; and Assistant Surgeon E. B. 
Wolcott. 





Lieut. W. M. McArdle, late of the U. S. Marine 
corps, has been unanimously elected Captain of the 
Pulaski Cadets, a new volunteer corps in New York, 


whose military appearance and fine discipline are 
lauded in the New York papers. 





Brigadier Gen. Arsuck ce, of the U.S. Army, has 


been for a few days past on a visit to the seat of Gov- 
ernment. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


June 23—Major N. Young, 7th Infy. Fuller’s. 
Lt. R. C. Buchanan, 4th Infy N. Frye’s. 


24—Lt. T. L. Brent, 4th arty. Fualler’s. 
26—Brig Gen. M. Arbuckle, 7th Infy. _Fuller’s, 


Brig. Gen. C. Gratiot, Engrs. F. Street. 
Col. G. Croghan, Insp. Gen. Geo’town. 
Lt. Col. G. Talcott, Ordnance, Gadsby’s. 


Major L. Whiting, 3d artillery, Fuller’s. 
Major W. L. McClintock, do do 

Maj. J. L. Gardner, 4th arty. C. W. Goldsbo's. 
Major T. T. Fauntleroy, 2d Drags. Brown's, 
Capt. S. H. Anderson, do do 

Capt. JL. Bean, do Brown’s. 
Capt. J. M. Washington, 4th arty. Gadsby’s 
Surgeon S. G. J. DeCamp, Fuller’s. 
Lt. B. H. Hill, H. V. Hill’s. 
Lieut. W. H. Fowler, Col. B. Fowler’s. 


Lieut. A. M. Rutledge, Fuller’s. 
Lieut. J. Vogdes, Geo’town. 
Lieut. W. E. Stark, M. Corps, Brown’s. 
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PASSENGERS. permitted to encamp two miles from us, when, one 

Savanna, June 18, per steamboat Charleston, from | Morning, about two weeks since, it was discovered 

Garey’s Ferry—Majors L. Whiting, Fauntleroy, Me- |that the bird had flown. Net an Indian was to be 

Clintock ; Captains Anderson, and Bean, U.S. A. |seen,, and, although troops were immediately sent 
CHARLESTON, June 19, per steampacket James Ad- | out, they could get no traces of them. 

ams, King, Savannah via Beaufort, Major Fauntleroy,; From information since received, it appears they 

Major Whiting, Captain Anderson, Captain Bean, Cap- | have joined the celebrated Powell and the Mississou- 


tain Piercy, Maj. McClintock, U.S. A. e \kies. They are as hostile as ever, and, to use their 
wane Swe ee ae kao a. - | own expression, four inches of the blood of the whites 
’ . . *93 - . . . ae . . . . 


|is still wanted by them. I should not like now to go 
~~ | through the nation, as I did three weeks since. The 
| Cherokees, and Choctaws are soon expected in this 

: . 'country, when there will be a war of extermination, 
From the Savannah Georgian. | and no quarters shown. The aspect of affairs here 
INTERESTING AND AUTHENTIC FROM F LORIDA.— | jg just the same as it was two years ago. The waris 
We learn from Capt. d’Lagnel, of the ordnance corps, [no nearer ended. But we do hope that the offer of 
who arrived from Garey’s Ferry yesterday evening in! ten dollars for each Seminole sealp willbe a great 
the steamer Charleston, Capt. Bonnell, that an express | inducement for the Cherokees and Choctaws to cut 











DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 








arrived at Garey’s Ferry, on Friday last, from Tampa, ; 
which place he left on the 14th, that it is true that 
Micanopy, Jumper, and others, had left Tampa pre- 
vious to the 14th inst., but their departure has not in- 
duced a suspicion on the part of the officers of the ar- 
my that they intended to be insincere. 

Their reasons for leaving are, as jetailed in several 
letters, that they became alarmed from the appearance 
of the measles at Tampa, which the Indians mistook 
for small pox. Abraham, the negro chief and inter- 
preter, is still at Tampa Bay, as Capt. D’L. has been 
informed. 

Micanopy sent word to Gen. Jesup that “he had a 
straight tongue”—implying that he would fulfil his 
engagements. 

Philip and other chiefs had been in the campat Lake 
Monroe, (Fort Mellon)—Philip looking emaciated. 
They had appeared, owing to a message of Col. Har- 
ney that he would issue no rations unless the Chiefs 
came in propria persona. 

The report that several men had been murdered 
(near Big Spring) is declared to be totally unfounded. 

Gen. Jesup has not advised the inhabitants to aban- 
don their crops or retire upon the posts, having mere- 
ly ordered Major Whiting to direct the inhabitants to 
be on the alert in case any partial aggression should 
be offered by straggling Indians. 

Fort Mellon, which Col. Harney has been ordered 
by Gen. J. to abandon as soon as requisite to insure 
the health of the troops, Col. H. has not yet abandon- 
ed; but in a recent letter (dated about a week since) 
states that the situation was so healthy that he saw no 
occasion for immediately abandoning it. 

The garrisons, to be continued during the summer, 
will probably be, besides that at Tampa, those at Mi- 
canopy, Fort King, Fort Dade, Fort Harllee on the 
Santatfee, Thluonotosassee, Picolata, and St. Augus- 
tine. 

JACKSONVILLE, June 8.—On Tuesday last, the 
steamer Charleston, Capt. Bonnell, passed this place, 
bound to St. Augustine, with about 100 sick soldiers, 
from Volusia and Fort Mellon. 

It was stated to us that in one company, Capt- 
Bean’s, we think there were only five men fit for 
duty — Courier. 





Extract of a letter dated 


Fort Brooke, Florida, June 14. 

Early in May it became necessary to send a sup- 

ly of medicines to the different stations in the nation. 
Dr. Cushman prevailed upon me to accompany him. 
We started with a guard of only six marines, and 
travelled through the hostile country some hundreds 
of miles, and, although a dangerous trip, we arrived 
here in safety. 

The Indians have completely deceived the whites. 
Many hundreds of them gave themselves up to Gen. 
Jesup and came into Fort Brooke, where they were 
received and treated like gentlemen, and received 
food and raiment, and all they wanted. They re- 


and slash among them. 





NorFotk, June 26.—By the arrival on Saturday 
night last, about midnight, of the steam packet Geor- 
gia, Capt. Rollins, from Charleston, which place she 
left on Friday, we have papers of that day. 

We learn, orally, from those whose position has giv- 
en them full opportunities of observing the charac- 
ter of the Seminoles, that the recent rumors of a re- 
newal of hostilities are unfounded, and that the In- 
dians have withdrawn from Tampa for fear of the 
measles which had begun to rage there, and which 
they were apprehensive would prove as fatal as the 
small pox. 

The Indians regularly receive their rations at Fort 
Mellon, and are friendly disposed.—They all seem 
inclined to postpone emigration till fall. 

The officers, who arrived in the Georgia, travelled 
from Tampa Bay through the country, and were im 
no wise molested by the Indians. 

It is generally believed that many of the rumors set 


‘afloat are the results of perverseness or passion, and 


that many of the accounts, purporting to be full and 
authentic, are either entirely false, or rest on slight 
promises. 

Aimong the passengers who arrived in the Steam 
packet Georgia, Capt. Rollins, from Charleston, were 
Maj. Whiting, and McClintock, U.S. Artillery; Maj. 
Fauntleroy, and Captain Bean and Anderson, of the 
Dragoons, and Lieut. Piercy, U. 8S. Navy.—Beacon. 





Littrte Rock, June 5, 1837.—The steamboat 
Black Hawk arrived at our landing on Wednesday 
morning last, having on board about 500 Creek In- 
dians—under the charge of Lieutenant Deas, U. S. 
Army. These Indians are a part of the number who 
were employed against the Seminoles. The river is 
in good boating stage, and from the energetic move- 
ments of Lieutenant Deas, no donbt is entertained 
but that he will be able to reach Fort Gibson with 
his party, without taking the land route.— Times and 
Advocate. 





INDIANS OF THE NortTHWEST.—We have beer 
informed that, with a view tq establish amicable re- 
relations between them, on a permanent basis, the 
President has directed that invitations should be 
given to the Sacs and Foxes, the Winnebagoes, the 
Sioux of the Mississippi and the Missouri, the Io- 
ways, and the Sacs of Missouri, to send deputations 
to this city. They will probably arrive here about 
the first of October. The principal chiefs of the sev- 
eral bands of these tribes, with the most distinguished 
braves, will constitute these deputations. The whole 
number will not, it is believed, fall short of fifty. 
The occasion will be one full of interest to those 
who wish to observe the costume and habits of the 
indigenous tribes, and to listen to powerful native 
eloquence. The subjects to be considered will pro- 
bably elicit all the talent and tact of the most able 





mained at Fort Brooke about two months, and were 











among them.— Globe. 
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Captain Delafield, superintendent of the Delaware 
Breakwater and other Government works on the 
river, has decided that the ordinary stone used for the 
Breakwater, was, owing to its soft and porous nature, 


liable to decomposition, and that the granite of 


Brandywine Hundred should be preferred. This 
opinion being sustained by acommittee of the Frank- 
lin Institute, the Secretary of War has directed that 
the stone in future shall be taken from the quarries 
of the latter place.— National Gazette. 





SAVANNAH, June 17.,—Lieutenants INGRAHAM 
and Pericru, U.S. N., arrived at this port yesterday 
morning from Mosquito Bar, (Florida) and other 
places south of this part, in the schooner Exit, Cap- 
tain Sisson. These gentlemen have been engaged 
in the examination of the different harbors along the 
coast, preparatory to placing Beacons, Buoys, &c. 

They will next proceed to Martin’s Industry, to 
make the requisite examination to fix there a Light 
Boat.— Georgian. 





Civit ENGINEERING, by D. H. Manan, Professor 
of Engineering at the United States Military Acade- 
ry -lyol.,octavo. New York: Wiley and Putnam. 
This volume, with one already published on Military 
Engineering, comprises nearly al! ihat is taught in 
the two branches at the Military Academy. It has 
been compiled from different sources, and in the 
course of the Professor’s various experience as In- 
structor to the Cadets, and is now presented to the 
public in the form ‘‘ most suited to the wants of other 
seminaries of learning, and ‘to young men preparing 
themselves for Civil Engineers.” From the great 
need of such a text and reference book, and the ac- 
knowledged ability of the author, we may safely an- 
ticipate for it a wide circulation.-- New York American. 





HIsTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE CIRCUMNAVIGA- 
TION OF THE GLOBE, AND OF THE PROGKESS OF 
DISCOVERY IN THE PAciFic OCEAN. HARPER AND 
BrotHers.—This volume forms the eighty-second 
number of the “ Family Library,” and we do not 
think a better number can be found in the whole se- 
ries. It embraces a comprehensive history of the 
various circumnavigations of the Globe, and a de- 
scription of the progress of discovery, &c., as the ti- 
tle imports. We have not looked into a more enter- 
taining volume this many a day, or one that would 
more worthily filla place ina “Family Library.” 
It is illustrated by a great number of excellent wood 
cuts.— New York Gazette. 
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Extract of a letter, dated, 


U.S. Frigate UNITED States, 
Gibraltar Bay, May 9, 1837. 


Our squadron, consisting of the United States, Con- 
stitution, and Shark, left Mahon on the 23d ultimo, the 
former for Malaga, the two latter for Marseilles, where 
our newly appointed minister, Gov. Cass, family, and 
suite, will embark on board the Constitution for the 

urpose of travelling in France, Italy, and Syria. Ow- 
= to the present state of Spain, the Com. thought it 
indispensable to have our public vessels cruising on 
that coast, and consequently our ship was selected; we 
leave this in a few days for Cadiz, after which, will 
touch at Lisbon, Madeira, &c. &c. ‘ 

A list of the officers of the Frigate United States. 

Jesse WILKtNson, Esq. Commander. Lieuts. F. 
Johnston, A. G. Gordon, H. H. Rhodes, J. A. Davis, 
Chas. G. Hunter, Chas. Heywood. Lieut. B. E. 
Brooke, commanding Marine guard. Surgeons, G. R. 
B. Horner and Samuel Barrington. Purser, Dudley 
Walker. Acting Master, B. W. Hunter. Passed Mid- 
shipmen, D. F. Dulany, J. ilumphreys, F. E. Barry, 
and Charles Thomas. Midshipmen, M’Donough, Ha- 











— = 
gerty, Craney, Mullany, Cass, Preble, and Whitier, 
Boatswain, Wm. Hart. Gunner, Allen. Carpenter, 
Richard Thomas. Sailmaker, O’Conner. 





From the New Orleans Courier. 

LATEst FROM Mexico.—By schr. Cora, Delvaille, 
which left Matamoras on the 11th Jnne, private let- 
ters have been received which state, that the appear- 
ance of the American fleet off that port had created 
considerable alarm amongst the inhabitants, why, fear- 
ful of an attack, had packed up all their valuables for 
a move—that 1,000 troops, with two twenty-four 
pounders, were ordered to hold themselves in readiness 
for immediate service in case of anattack. This fear 
was happily dispelled by General Filosola and the 
American Consul, who repaired together on board the 
Constellation, Com Dallas’s flag ship, where matters 
were adjusted satisfactorily. 

The Government troops had an engagement with 
Montezuma, and completely defeated him, as we are 
informed; in that*tase, by the next arrivals, a good 
supply of specie may be here expected. 

Commodore Dallas has forwarded despatches to the 
U. S. Government. 

It was thought the Julius Cesar would not be re- 
leased, being a lawful prize, as she had munitions of 
war on board. 

Nothing had transpired in regard to the probable 
fate of the Champion. 





Tue GREENLAND sHips.—The English papers 
give an account of the sufferings of the crew of the 
ship Dee, of Aberdeen, which ship got caught in the 
ice in the Greenland seas on the 8th of October last, in 
lat. 73° 15/, and after enduring almost incredible hard- 
ships, and losing the captain and a portion of the crew, 
got clear on the 16th of March, in lat. 62° in company 
with the Grenville Bay of Norfolk,and they think the 
Advice of Dundee. The following is abridged from 
the Aberdeen Herald of the 6th ult :— 

«The Dee arrived in the bay yesterday repre i 
and at noon entered the harbor. The quay was crowd- 
ed with anxious spectators, and as the vessel neared 
the berth, the scene was truly heart-rending. The 
mourning relatives of the deceased seamen, though 
seevictsaty apprised of the unfortunate fate of those 
who were nearand dear to them, seemed unwilling to 
give credence to any testimony apart from a positive - 
confirmation by those who had been eye- witnesses to 
their decease; or, believing the fact, seemed anxious to 
seize with eager avidity the earliest opportunity of 
taking a parting glance at the empty hammocks of the 
dead. Their weeping widows rushed on board with 
their helpless orphans in their arms, while parents and 
friends followed in equal grief. Of those who were 
privileged to meet their surviving relatives we need 
say nothing—their joy was great, but the detention of 
a few who were left at Stromness, led the expectant 
friends to give vent to the most frantic grief, and al- 
most to despair. 

On the 27th of September, the crew of the Dee, 
fearing a late season, went on half allowance. The 
mess was 3 lbs. of bread a week, 3 1-2 or 4 Ibs. of 
beef, and 2 1-2 Ibs. of barley only allowed. to make 
soup for sixty-one men! But Mr. Littlejohn 
states that the scurvy was the great canse of the 
mortality and death, which must certainly have 
been attended with excruciating pain, the dis- 
ease having generally begun in the mouth, thus ren- 
dering the unfortunate men unable to take victuals, 
The extreme cold is mentioned in Mr. Littlejohn’s ‘et- 
ter ; but, as another evidence, we may add that, even 
in the cabin, while their hands were over the little fire 
they had, their backs were freezing. So intense was 
the frost, that every liquor was frozen, and, at times, 

he ink in the glass was as solid as a piece of beef. 

«« The coals were all exhausted by the end of Jan- 
uary, alter which, staves of casks, with any other lam- 
ber, were made use of, The want of fire now added 
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to the pain of the sufferers, who were getting weaker 
day by day. Occasionally a little refreshing soup was 
made from foxes, many of which they killed; but the 
ravages of the disease seemed to bafile every remedy. 
—Spirits were allowed in small quantities, but seem- 
ed to do little or no good A partial relief was, 
however, occasionally afforded in this way; and, 
in their last moments, some of the men asked for 
a little grog. No spirits were used after the Dee 
left the ice, and now death made sad havoc. From 
the 16th of March, the day on which she got clear, 
scarcely was there one man able to assist another ; 
and our readers may form some conception of their 
deplorable state, when we mention the fact, that two 
or three were lying together in one blanket, covered 
with ice, and the blankets underneath literally a 
mass of vermin. The dying were often lying in the 
same bed with the dead for days together ; and, when 
obliged to consign the latter to the deep, the bodies 
had to be hoisted up the ’tween decks with a tackle, 
and thrown overboard. 

‘There are no accounts yet of the Advice of Dundee, 
although she was seen with her sails set two days be- 
fore the Dee got clear. It has been stated that the 
Advice was leaky, and very likely went down; but Mr. 
Littlejohn states that it was generally believed that she 
had gone to some of the Danish settlements. The last 
accounts the Dee had from the Advice, was something 
more than a month previous to the time they all got 
clear. At that time, the crew of the Advice travelled 
over to the Dee, a distance of about seven miles, and 
represented the crew of the Advice as being in a very 
sickly state. They also mention that the vessel was 
leaky.” 








MISCELLANY, 





From the New York Journal of Commerce. 


ATLANTIC STEAM NAVIGATION. 


The last number of the Edinburgh Review contains 
a long article on this subject, in which the writer 
maintains, and we think proves, that until further im- 
provements shall be made in the construction and 
management of steam vessels, or the economy of fuel, 
it will be impossible, as an ordinary thing, to make a 
continuous voyage by steam from New York to Liver- 
pool, and especially from Liverpool to New York.— 
Another conclusion which he leaves to be inferred 
from his remarks, though he does not directly assert 
it, is, that steam-vessels are on the whole less desirable, 
even for passengers, as a means of making the voyage, 
than the splendid packet ships now employed in this 
service. 

It appears that these ships, on an average of the last 
three years, have made their Westward passages in 35 
days and 17 hours, and their Eastward passages in 19 
days and 7 hours. Mean average both ways 274 days. 
As the distance is estimated at 3,200 miles, the average 
per hour is therefore 4 17-20 miles. 

From a notice of 26 passages between Falmouth and 
Malta, a distance of 2000 miles, made by four steam- 
boats in the British service, and from other data of a 
similar character, the reviewer is of opinion that six 
miles an hour is as much as it will do to calculate upon 
in crossing the Atlantic by steam. With the most 
economical consumption of fuel, the quantity (of coal) 
necessary to drive a steam-vessel from the West coast 
of Ireland to Halifax, would occupy all the room which 
could be spared for that purpose. The distance between 
the two points mentioned, (West of Ireland and Hali- 


Whatever difference of opinion may exist as to the 
practicability of an Atlantic steam voyage, it must be 
admitted, upon all hands, that its extent for an unin- 
terrupted run comes to the extreme verge of the pos- 
sible powers of steam navigation; in such circum- 
stances, it would manifestly be a matter of common 
prudence to arrange the points of departure and arrival 
as near each other as the geographical and nautical 
circumstances of the coasts of the Eastern and Western 
worlds willadmit. For this purpose, it is obvious that 
the most western coast of the British Isles should be 
taken as a point of final departure. The west coast of 
Ireland would therefore naturally be selected, fringed 
as it is by numerous spacious and well sheltered har- 
bors. St. John’s, Newfoundland, is the most western 
point, but this harbor is attended with so mapy nauti- 
cal difficulties, that it could scarcely be regarded as 
accessible with that certainty which such a line of 
communication would require. Newfoundland pre- 
sents an iron-bound coast, dangerous of access; and 
even Nova Scotia should be avoided, were it possible 
to extend the passage ; but the distance from the west 
coast of Ireland to Halifax being nearly 2,200 miles, 
comes up to the extreme limit of a practicable steam 
passage ; and we fear that any attempt to supersede 
the necessity of making Halifax a stage must be abor- 
tive. At Cape Breton, in the neighborhood of Halifax, 
there are mines said to yield a species of anthracite 
coal well adapted for steam-boilers. The distance 
from Halifax to New York is between five and six 
hundred miles; but it might be more advisable, in the 
case of steamers, to make the port of Boston, and leave 
the remainder of the journey to New York to be per- 
formed by land. 

We have shown that this line of communication, if 
it can be established at all, must be confined almost 
exclusively to the transport of passengers, or of light 
goods which can afford to pay for expeditious carriage. 
We may, therefore, in this case adopt a principle 
which is never lost sight of where expedition is a per- 
manent object—namely, to make as much of the jour- 
ney by land as it is practicable to do. The lowest 
rate of land travelling for passengers is nearly equal 
to the highest rate of steaming upon water, even under 
the most favorable circumstances, where the voyage 
is of any length ; but if we bring into the account the 
actual existence of rail roads over some parts of the 
proposed line, and the probable construction of them 
throughout every part of it by which land ean be tra- 
versed, it will afford an additional and strong reason 
for limiting the water transport as much as possible. 
Supposing, then, the great rail roads now in process of 
construction, extending from the metropolis of Great 
Britain to its western shores, to be completed ; and 
supposing, also, corresponding lines of railway com- 
munication to be carried from the opposite coast of 
Ireland, to a station for Atlantic steamers upon its 
western shores, the time of transit from London to 
that station, even including unavoidable stoppages, 
would not exceed thirty-six hours; and if areasonable 
allowance be made for the probable improvement of 
locomotive engines,even greater speed than this should 
be named. If the voyage from the station upon the 
west coast of Ireland to Hallfax, a distance under 2,200 
miles, were performed at an average speed of 6 miles 
an hour, the average time of the trip would be 367 
hours. From Halifax to New York might perhaps be 
performed at six miles and a half per hour, the average 
time being eighty-four hours—thus the total time be- 
tween London and New York, allowing one day for 
delay at Halifax, would be about twenty-one days. 





fax,) is about 2,200 miles. At six miles an hour, the 
distance would be accomplished in 154 days. 


34 for passage from Halifax to New York, and wz have 
193 days from the West of Ireland to New York; 
which is longer than an average passage from New 
York to Liverpool, though shorter, by sixteen days, 
than an average passage from Liverpool to New York. 


Add 1} 
day for delay at Halifax in getting coal on board, and: 


sport would produce upon the time of these voyages, 


But if Boston were selected as the place of final arri- 
val for the Atlantic steamers, a railroad being carried 
from Boston to New York, the time between Halifax 
and New York would be reduced to nineteen days 
and a half. 


| ‘This refers, however, to the averagetimes. The in- 


fluence which the substitution of land for water tran- 
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which are greater than the average, would be much 
more sensible. Thus, although the average voyage 
from Halifax to New York would probably not exceed 
the time we have assigned to it, yet the voyages ex- 
ceeding the average would not unfrequently amount 
to nearly double that time. Supposing, then, such 
arrangements to be carried into etfect, the time be- 
tween Great Britain and New York would be reduced 
from the present average of thirty-six days to less than 
three weeks. 

The homeward passage, however, would not afford 


so favorable a comparison with the performances of 


the Liners. All the circumstances, which present 
the most formidable obstacles to the outward passage, 
have the effect of giving advantage to the powers of 
steam over those of the sailing vessels; while, on the 
homeward passage, these circumstances are precisely 
reversed—having a direct and powerful tendency to 
diminish the advantages of the steamers, and to reduce 
them more to the level of the sailing vessel. Witha 
strong and continual favorable wind, a sailing vessel, 
built as she is expressly to avail herself of the impelling 
power, and unobstructed by any external impediments 
to her passage through the water, is under the most 
favorable possible circumstances for speed. On the 
other hand, a steamer is in a great degree shorn of her 
powers. The question, indeed, is, whether, under all 
circumstances, her average homeward passage would 
be as expeditious as that of a vessel constructed ex- 
pressly and exclusively for sailing. We have seen 
that the average homeward passage of the Liners is 
nineteen days and seven hours, or 463 hours. Taking, 
as before, the distance traversed at 3,200 miles, the 
average rate would be about seven miles per hour; 
being very nearly equal to the greatest average speed 
obtained by the Medea under the most favorable cir- 
cumstances, where the steam power was aided to as 
reat an extent by sails as wind and weather permitted. 
ut the case of the passage by steamers will present 
itself under an aspect still more unfavorable, if a sta- 
tion for sailing vessels should be established upon the 
west coast of Ireland, which would be almost the ine- 
vitable consequence of a railroad being carried across 
that country. A considerable part of the time of the 
voyage of the sailing vsssels is spentin navigating the 
channels, so that their average rate would be consid- 
erably increased if, instead of making Liverpool, they 
should terminate their voyage on the west coast of 
Ireland. Let it be remembered that this is a case in 
which the question of cargo cannot he raised. It is 
quite true that norailroad accommodation which could 
be afforded through Ireland would induce the disem- 
barkment and re-shipment of acargo of heavy and 
bulky merchandise; and that, notwithstanding the fa- 
cility and expedition of land transport, the vessels 
carrying cargo would for the most part still navigate 
the channels to the British ports. But we have seen 
that the steamers, if they can be established at all, 
must he confined chiefly to the transport of passen- 
ers, and the sailing vessels competing with them can 
Be only the Liners, or vessels limited in the same 
manner asto their objects of transport. Itis tous then 
quite apparent that, in the event of an Irish railroad, 
and the competition of the Transatlantic steamers, the 
sailing vessels carrying passengers only, or light goods, 
would of necessity avail themselves of the same wes- 
tern ports of these countries; and the comparison of 
time between two classes would of course be then less 
favorable to the steamers than we have stated it. 

Let us not, however, be misunderstood. That the 
passage from Liverpool to New York cannot, on any 
occasion, be made in one run by asteam-ship we do 
not maintain. Our reasoning is founded on numerical 
data, taken from the averages of long continued per- 
formances, as well of steamers as of sailing vessels ; 
and to average cases only can our conclusions be legi- 
timately applied. The average time of the outward 
voyage to New York is thirty-six days ;-and we say 
that, when the circumstances of wind and water are 
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such that a sailing vessel would require that time to 
make the passage, a steamer cannot make it without 
an intermediate supply of fuel. But it very frequent- 
ly happens that the tine of the outward passage of 
sailing vessels is less than thirty-six days, and it has 
been occasionally made, we believe, even in three 
weeks. In such cases, the circumstances which favor 
sailing vessels cannot fail also to expedite steamers. 
We have seen that, to supersede the necessity of a re- 
lay of coals in average cases, the propelling efficiency 
of fuel must be fifty per cent. more than it now is in 
such vessels as the Medea frigate. It follows, there- 
fore, that if this additional propelling influence should 
arise from the more favorable states of wind and water, 
the passage may be made inonerun. Such would be 
the case under circumstances in which the Liners 
would make their outward passage in about twenty 
four days. 

But if a line of steamers be established at all, they 
must start with regularity and certainty at stated times, 
weekly or monthly?as the case may be. Thedaysare 
gone by when the reservation of ‘‘ wind and weather 
permitting”? can be allowed. They must therefore be 
prepared, not for average weather only,but tor the most 
adverse state of the Atlantic. If, then, an intermediate 
relay of fuel be required, under average circumstances, 
in which a sailing vessel would make the passage in 
thirty-six days, how much more overruling will the 
necessity be for such a provision when the weather is 
such that a sailing vessel will take more than two 
months to make the passage ? 

It may, however, be supposed, that the fuel may be 
saved by converting the steamer occasionally into a 
sailing vessel, and in that way the necessity of an in- 
termediate station may be superseded. This project 
of giving steam machinery to sailing vessels, to be 
used alternately or in combination with canvass, has 
been frequently proposed and discussed since steam 
navigation has commanded public attention. It is, 
however, liable to many and grave objections : nor has 
it, so far as we are informed, been ever countenanced 
by any individual whose practical knowledge of steam 
power applied to nautical purposes is entitled to re- 
spect. Steam machinery is expensive. It absorbs a 
considerable amount of capital, profits on which must 
be returned whether it works or not. In the vessel, it 
requires a costly establishment of engineers and sto- 
kers, who must be equally paid whether the vessel 
sails or steains; but, i is of most importance, this 
machinery, and the fuel necessary to propel it, ocen- 
pies a large space in the centre of the vessel precisely 
where stowage is of the greatest value. Add to all 
this, that the paddle wheels with their boxes are im- 
pediments, when they are not used for propulsion. In 
a word, by suspending the operation of the engines, 
nothing is saved except fuel and the wear of the ma- 
chinery; while, on the other hand, whatever advan- 
tage can be obtained by the increased expedition given 
by the steam power is sacrificed. 

In confessing, then, as we do, that, after the most 
careful and anxious inquiry respecting this interest- 
ing question, our fears of the result of such an enter- 
prise greatly predominate over our hopes, we are 
sensible of expressing an unpopular opinion. It is the 
natural and fortunate tendency of the human mind to 
anticipate success, and we ourselves shared that feel- 
ing when we commenced the present investigation; 
we were wholly ignorant of the conclusion to which 
the result of experience, since ascertained, world lead 
us; perhaps more disappointed at that conclusion than 
any, even the most sanguine, of our readers, if the 
aiternative were to accomplish the passage in one run, 
or to abandon the enterprise. 

Such, however, is not the case. We have shown 
that the western shores of Ireland are within a practi- 
cable distance of the coast of Nova Scotia. The dis- 
tance from the mouth of the Shannon, or the bay of 
Galway, to Halifax, does not much exceed two thou- 








sand miles. We will not say that this could be ae- 
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complished in all weathers even by the best and most | 
powerful steam-ships in one run. But it certainly 
could be done in average weather, leaving a cer- 
tain quantity of fuel unconsuied, and, on eimergen- 
cies, might therefore be effected in circumstances to | 
a certain degree adveise. 
kind, we may allow indirect and national advantages | 


If, ina question of this | ¥ 


take 25 days’ consumption of fuel, 800 tons of measure- 





ment goods, and 500 passengers, She is 235 feet upon 
deck, 40 feet beam exclusive of paddles, 27 feet hold, 
with three decks. The calculation is to make an average 


yassage to New York in 15 days, and something less 


me. 
‘* She is nearly double the size of any steam-ship that 
has yet been built for deep sea navigation, and when a 


to influence our views, there are many which should | steam-ship is proportioned to her intended voyage, I can- 


incline us to favor the establishment of a grand station | 
for Atlantic steam-ships on the western coast of Ire- 
land. Should it happily prove, as we feel assured it| 
will, that a steam communication with America can | 
be maintained from that coast with greater certainty, | 
regularity, and despatch, than from any other point in | 
Europe, the inevitable consequence must be, that the | 
high road between the Old and New World, for all the 
most enlightened and wealthy classes in the east and 
in the west must intersect Great Britain and Ireland. 
Thus these countries must pass the wealth and intel- | 
ligence of two hemispheres, and it cannot pass with- | 
out overflowing and fertilizing. 














June 15, 1837. 
To the Editors of the New York Mercury : 


not see any more difficulty in performing it than there is 
in running from London to Gibraltar. ”’ 





From the New Orleans Commercial Bulletiiz. 
MOUTHS OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Report of the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce 
on the improvement of the Navigation of the Missis- 
sippt at its entrance. 

The Committee to whom was referred the subject 
of the improvement of the Navigation at the mouth 
of the Mississippi, beg leave to 

REPORT, 

That they have given tue subject the most serious 

and deliberate attention and investigation which its 


|great importance so justly claims, and have endea- 


Sir.—I have perused the valuable article on the subject | yored to obtain, from practical and scientific sources, 


of steam navigation, contained in your columns of this | 


day, and have to admit the truth of the statement, that 
more obstacles than popular feeling willingly admits will 
oppose the establishment of Atlantic steam navigation. 


This short paper is not intended for the explaining away, | 
or the removal of difficulties, already so well laid down 
in the able investigations above referred to, but to call | 
public attention to a fact, but little understood, and less | 


known, that anthracite coal possesses a greater power of 
generating steam than the bituminous coal of Britain ; and 
this proportion will usually be found correct, that nine 
tons of anthracite coal will generate as much steam as 
thirteen tons of that usually called Liverpool coal. Here 
then is a saving of 4-13ths, more than a third of the quan- 
tity of room for stowage ; besides making, with the addi- 
tion of 4-13ths to the whole of the English coal propos- 
ed to be consumed, the perfect practicability of a single 
run in ordinary weather from Liverpool to New York. 
If then sixteen days be the time employed in the con- 
sumption of all the proportionate quantity cf fuel to be 
carried on board an Atlantic Steamer, twenty-two days 
will be required to consume the same amount of anthra- 
cite coal, and the certainty of steam communication with 
Britain be almost established. ‘The use of windmills on 
board a steamer to supply the place of steam, will, I ap- 
prehend, be found utterly impracticable on the ocean; 
but by a simple feature in the construction of the paddles, 
well understood by American engineers, they may be 
kept, when sails alone are used, completely from the 
water. A material obstacle would thus be removed toa 
steamer’s being profitably cenverted into a sailing ves- 
sel. The insertion of this will oblige 
A FRIEND TO NAVIGATION. 


From the New Haven Herald. 


Tue AtrLantic STEAMER.—The project of establish- 
ing navigation by steam between New York and Liver- 
pool, it appears, is about to be carried into effect. Its 
success can only be determined by experience. We 
have been politely favored with the following extract of 
a letter on the subject from an American gentleman in 
London to his correspondent in this city : 


Lonpon, May 11, 1837. 

‘¢ The steam-ship of 1890 tons which we are now build- 
ing for the New York trade is getting on rapidly, and, if 
it should please God to spare my life and health, I hope 
next spring to take out late news. Some of our philo- 
sophers, reasoning from coasting boats, and confining 
themselves to coasting boats, and not being able or wil 
ling to stretch their intellect an inch beyond a coasting 
boat, have come to the conclusion that no steam-ship can 
possibly carry coal enough to steam a greater distance 
than 2,200 miles, and as the distance from Portsmouth to 
New York is 3,000 miles, therefore a steam-ship cannot 
run to New York. 

*«In answer to such reasoning, I take the liberty to re- 
ply that, the steam-ship we are now building could, if 
necessary, take a sufficient quantity of coal on board to 











steam to New Yorkand back. The ship is calculated to 


the best possible information respecting it. 
The most important portion of the information thus 


|obtained, has been printed by order of the Chamber, 


and is now before them, and to which the Committee 
beg leave to refer, for details, as to the various plans 
suggested. 

Among these documents is the official report to the 
Department of War, to which the Committee have 
given every consideration which it so justly merits, 


from the known talents and high standing of the dis- 


tinguished officer of the Engineer Corps, from whom 
it emanates ; but the Committee feel deep regret in 
being obliged to differ from him on the plan ofa 
ship canal from the left bank of the river to the Gulf 
of Mexico, as the most eligible mode for a permanent 
remedy. 

There are various objections to this plan, nor do 
the Committee believe that, adinitting the work itself 
to be practicable in the alluvial soil and swamps of 
the Mississippi, it could be effected, even for the 
large estimated amount of ten million of dollars, par- 
ticularly under the plan of bringing the materials from 
the Ohio, a distance of more than 1,200 miles. 

The deposit at the Grand Locks on the river; the 
deposit in the canal itself, from the vast quantity of 
the water of the Mississippi, that must necessarily 
pass into it, by the constant ingress and egress of 
shipping, though it may not flow in a constant stream 
through the canal; the deposit that would inevita- 
bly form at the breakwaters forming the entrance in 
the Gulf of Mexico, which would be as difficult to 
remove and keep free as the bar which is now the 
subject of our solicitude; the dangerous naviga- 
tion of the Gulf in the vicinity of that entrance; and, 
in addition to all, the enormous expense, are objec- 
tions, in the minds of the Committee, which appear 
to them insurmountable; nor do they believe that 
Congress, particularly at this moment of general dis- 
tress and embarrassment, could be brought to enter- 
tain a project involving such a heavy expenditure, 
the practicability of which is a matter of great doubt, 
and even, ifsuccessfully accomplished, the result very 
uncertain. 

The Committee deem it a matter of primary im- 
portance, that no pian should be attempted which, 1f 
not successful, could possibly lead to any injurious 
consequences ; for they believe that no other river 
presents, in all respects, the same features connected 
with this subject, so as to enable any one to pronounce 
with certainty that works for the improvement of na- 
vigation, which have been successfully executed 
elsewhere, will have the same favorable result, if ex- 
ecuted in u similar manner on the Mississippi. One 
of the plans which the Committee think liable to this 
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objection, is the closing up some of the principal passes 
of the river, with a view of throwing a greater body 
of water into that pass which may be selected as the 

rincipal channel for navigation. ‘The plan would, 
in the first place, be entirely useless, as all the passes 
have already a3 full a supply of water as their chan- 
nels, in ordinary times, can contain ; and they are, in 
fact, now relieved from a considerable portion of it 
by numerous small bayous, running out on either side 
between the head of the passes and their mouths, 
where they empty into the Gulf of Mexico; and if, as 
proposed, all the passes except one were closed, the 
consequence might be, that the increased volume and 
velocity of the water would break through and over 
the soft alluvial banks of that pass, sweeping them 
away in every direction, and leaving only extensive 
flats, without any deep channel whatever, and thus 
ruining the navigation altogether for vessels of any 
considerable size. An inspection of the map for this 
part of the river will show how prebable such a re- 
sult would be, and the experiment at any rate would 
be highly dangerous. 

Dredging machines by themselves, the Committee 
believe, would be very inefficient towards affording 
any permanent relief, but may be advisable as a tem 
porary experiment, until some permanent remedy 
‘can be determined upon, and carried into effect. In 
this view of the subject, it is matter of satisfaction 
that the Government have ordered the immediate con- 
struction of two of these machines, without delay, as 
it is the most prompt mode of any other experiment, 
and one perfectly safe; for, if not beneficial, no possi- 
ble injury can result from the trial. 

The official report already alluded to, estimates 
that four of these machines can, in one year, deepen 
the channel on the bar three feet, by a width of 300 
feet, and for a distance of 4,000; or rather, that they 
could, in that period, remove a quantity of mud equal 
to the above bulk ; but no allowance is made for the 
new deposit that would of course take place whilst 
this operation was performing, which deposit would 
always be more rapid where any excavation existed 
below the ordinary surface of the bottom. 

It is generally admitted that the S. W. pass is the 
most eligible one for the great object of navigation 
for heavy ships. The bar of this pass is just outside 
the mouth, and the probable cause of it is, ihe current 
of the river (already weakened by the numerous 
small bayous on either side of the pass) diffuses it- 
self, spreading out to the south and to the west, so 
soon as it passes out of the mouth, and coming in 
contact with the waters of the Gulf, loses its force, 
and a deposit takes place, which forms the flats at 
the west and the bar at the south. No obstruction of 
this kind exists in the passes, or indeed in any part of 
the river where the current has its natural channel 
and velocity. If, therefore, instead of allowing the 
water thus to diffuse itself, it could be confined be- 
tween artificial banks, up to the place where the 

resent exists, the natural current, it is confidently 

elieved, would remove it. 

The plan of making these artificial banks, the Com- 
mittee are convinced, can be accomplished in the 
mode suggested by Mr. Albert Stein, in his able and 
interesting communications on the subject, which are 
among the documents printed by order of the Cham- 
ber, and to which they are referred. This plan is by 
means of brushwood, made up compactly and well 
secured, as fascines twelve feet long by one foot in 
diameter; commencing with these fascines at the 
points forming the mouth of the S. W. pass, and run- 
ning them out as near as may be in parallel lines, 
preserving between them the present breadth of the 
stream up to the bar, would bring the natural current 
of the Pass to bear in its full force upon it, and which 
the Committee fully believe would remedy the evil, 
and afford ample depth of water at all times. 

Any one acquainted with the fact of the great 
quantity of earthy matter held in solution by the wa- 











ters of the Mississippi, must be convinced that fascines 
thus formed would, in a very short period after im- 
mersion, have all their interstices ccmpletely filled 
with mud, thus rendering them compact and solid. 
They would be laid down so as to form a surface of 
15 to 20 feet wide on the crown of the work above 
the water, gradually widening towards the bottom ; 
all firmly secured together on the most approved plan, 
as practised in Europe, possessing the superior 
strength which the tenacity and connection of the 
fascines would give over the natural bank of the river, 
composed exclusively of soft alluvial soil. The pe 
is by no means a new one, as it has been, and still is, 
practised with great success in Europe, particularly 
in Holland, and on the Rhine, and where it is found 
to oifer the best possible resistance to the rudest 
shocks, particularly from drift ice, one of the most 
dangerous trials that hydraulic works can encounter. 
If it is objected to this plan that, on the removal of 
the present bar, a Rew one would probaly be formed 
fnrther out, the Committee would reply, that if this 
result ever did take place, it would be the operation 
of a course of years, as the water immediately out- 
side the present bar deepens rapidly, and all that would 
be required in that case would be to continue out the 
works to the new formation, and thus get a new lease 
for a free navigation for another term of years. Ifa 
new bar should form close beyond the extremity of 
the works, then the expense of extending them for a 
short distance would be inconsiderable; and if it forms 
at a greater distance, the depth of water is now so 
great, it would require a long period before any de- 
posit could be made that would offer any serious dif- 
ficulty to navigation. 

Mr. Stein, in whose practical knowledge the Com- 
mittee have great confidence, estimates the whole ex- 
pense at $500,000, and offers to contract to carry it 
into full effect for that sum, so as to have at least 20 
feet water at all times, and to guarantee that depth 
for ten years. The expense of five dredging ma- 
chines is estimated at $210,000 for the first year, 
which includes the cost of the machines, &c., and 
the annual expense afterwards for each machine 
$36,000. 

The cost of closing up the other passes isestimated 
at $527,060, and connected with this plan is the em- 
ployment of the dredging machines at the above an- 
nual cost of $36,000 each. The cost of the canal, as 
already stated, is estimated at $10,000,000, with great 
doubt as to its practicability, and equal uncertaint 
as to its result, even if the work can be accomplished, 
besides a certain heavy annual expenditure for re- 
pairs, attendants, services, &c.&c. The fascine works, 
therefore, have the great recommendation of bein 
the most economical, not only in the first cost, but 
requiring neither repairs, attendants, or any subse- 
quent expense, and are besides perfectly safe, as no 
possible injury can arise to the navigation from the 
experiment, even if, contrary to all expectation, it 
prove unsuccessful, as to the result so confidently 
anticipated; another circumstance highly favorable 
to this plan is the fact, that the materials for forming 
the fascines grows on the banks of the river, and can 
be obtained in any quantity at comparatively trifling 
expense. 

The annual expense of one dredging machine is 
more than the interest on the proposed cost of these 
permanent works, and the annual interest on the esti- 
mate for the canal, more than the entire cost of the 
work itself. 

The Committee annex to this report a small chart 
of the S. W. pass, showing the different bayous, the 
situation of the bar, &c. The red lines designate, 
though in a rough and imperfect manner, the fascine 
works closing up the bayous, and extending a short 
distance outside the mouth; should it not be suffi- 
cient, then the latter would be extended, as desig- 
nated by the yellow lines, out to the bar itself, as 
works of this kind commence at the shore and are 
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gradually progessed forward, so far as may be neces- 
sary—they can be stopped at any given point, and in 
the present instance the progress of them can be ar- 
rested so soon as it is ascertained an eifect was be-| 
ing produced on the depth of water at the bar. As | 
elucidating the effect of this plan, the Committee | 
would observe that, supposing the depth of water | 
which enters the channel at the head of the S. W. | 
pass to be 50 feet, and the width 2,500—that all the | 
small bayous are closed, and the fascine works, or ar- 


tificial banks, extended from the present mouth of| 
the pass up to the bar, it follows that the volume of 
water that enters at the head of the pass, presenting | 


a section of 2,500 by 50 feet, must disgorge itself over 
the bar, where the section would be 2,500 by only 12 
feet; and in order to accomplish this, the current must 
be accelerated more than four fold, which would in- 
evitably remove the obstruction; andshould the depth 
on the bar be even increased to 25 feet, the current 
over it would still flow atadouble ratio to what it 
would do in the pass, where the depth would be 50 feet; 
itis in this view of the subject that the Committee 
are induced to believe that it is highly probable it 
may not be necessary to extend tie works (should 
this plan be adopted) but a short distance outside the 
pass (first having closed up all the bayous) before the 
object would be accomplished. The Committee 
would further observe, that in addition to, other infor- 
mation, they have had before them plans, engravings, 
and full details, as to the mode of carrying into effect 
the fascine works, a particular examination of which 
has fully confirmed them in the favorable opinion they 
entertained of this mode. 

Under all the circumstances of the case, and from 
the best information they have been able to obtain on 
the various plans suggested, the Committee have no 
hesitation in giving their decided opinion in favor of 
the mode proposed by Mr. Stein, as combining, in the 
greatest degree, the three important requisitions of 
safety, certainty, and economy, and think it highly 

robable that if the first operation is confined to clos- 
ing up the bayous of the S. W. pass, including the 
nine-foot channel at the mouth, the increased volume 
and velocity this would give to the water, would be 
sufficient of itself to deepen the bar channel, and 
might render unnecessary the further continuance of 
the works outside the mouth. 

The Committee consider that the prompt action of 
the Chamber on the subject is highly important, and 
would suggest and strongly recommend the appoint- 
ment of a committee to proceed to Washington for 
the purpose of laying the views of the Chamber be- 
fore the President and Department of War, commu- 
nicating in detail all the information they have col- 
lected on the subject, and at the same time endea- 
voring to obtain from Congress such additional ap- 
propriation as may be necessary. 

he early day for which Congress is called, isa 
consideration highly favorable to the application, 
and also for the Committee that may be selected, who 
can at that season leave this city without that incon- 
venience that might otherwise attend their absence. 

The Committee have only to add that their opin- 
ions are unanimous in the views submitted to the 
Chamber in this report; and, in conclusion, offer for 
their consideration the following resolutions, viz: 

Ist. Resolved, That the plan of Mr. Albert Stein, for 
improving the navigation at the mouth of the Mississip- 
pi, meets with the approbation of the Chamber of Com- 
merce ; and that it be recommended to the cousidera- 
tion of the Government for its adoption. 

2d. Resolved, That the invariable success which has 
attended the exertions of Mr. Stein, as an Hydraulic En- 
gineer, entitles him to confidence, and furnishes strong 
evidence of the general correctness of his views; and 
that, in the opinion of this Chamber, he would be a most 
suitable person to be selected for carrying the plan into 
effect, should it be concluded to adopt that mode. 

3d. Resolved, That a committee of three members be 
appointed to proceed to Washington, in order to lay be- 
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fore the Government the views of the Chamber, to- 
gether with all the information obtained on the subject, 
and to urge the adoption and immediate commencement 
of the works on the plan as suggested by Mr. Stein. 

4th. Resolved, That, viewing the proposed plan of 
dredging machines as an important temporary remedy 
for the obstructions to the navigation in the mouth of 
the river, the Chamber are highly gratified at the 
prompt action of the War Department, since the ad- 
journment of Congress, in proceeding to carry into ef- 
fect that part of the recommendation of Captain W. H. 
Chase, of the Engineer Corps, in his report on the sub- 
ject. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


(Signed) SAMI.. J. PETERS, 
A. QUERTIER, 
WM. L. HODGE, 
WM. G. HEWES, 
WM. HOLMES, 
H. C. CAMMACK, 
JAMES DICK. 

New Orteans, 5th June, 1837. 








A correspondent of the Portland Advertiser gives 


the following description of the present appearance of 
Malta : 


Malta, “‘take it for all in all,’’ is the most romantic 
place I have yet visited. The fortifications are im- 
mensely strong and extensive, and, to my inexperi- 
enced eye, impregnable. With the exception of the 
Stradt Reale, which is the Broadway of the place, 


the streets are narrow but straight, and cross each 


other at right angles. To the pedestrian, however, 
they are extremely fatiguing, being a continued suc- 
cession of stone steps rising in every direction to the 
centre of the city, and are at all times thronged with 
naval and inilitary officers, as well as with the sol- 
diers of the different regiments at present stationed 
here—fine hardy looking fellows—one of whom ap- 
pear to be worth a dozen of those who now enlist in 
our army. I particularly noticed several sturdy fel- 
lows in the picturesque dress of the Scottish high- 
landers, wearing bear-skin caps, red jackets, green 
plaid kilts, huge hangers, and red and white plaid 
leggins. With such men, no commander, in like cir- 
cumstances, could fail to become a Marlborough ora 
Wellington. The streets presented the resemblance 
of a masquerade or fancy ball. For variety of cos- 
tume, every nation had its representative. The | 
mention of national representatives reminds me of a 
smart reply made by a countryman of ours, the cap- 
tain of an American vessel now lying in our harbor. 
Walking through the crowded streets here a few days 
since, he heard a pert miss who was hanging on the 
arm of an officer of the army as he passed her, ex- 
claim, in a rather sharp tone, ** What! is that a Yan- 
kee?” ‘ Yes,” replied the captain, turning “ short 
round,” (a nautical phrase) “a true blooded Yankee, 
direct from Bunker Hill, bearer of Packenham’s des- 
patches.” Upon receiving this retort, the young 
ady walked off in another direction. 
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OFFICIAL. 


Gen. OrpDERs, ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
No. 42. Washington, June 23, 1837. 


The following alterations have been made by the Sec- 
retary of War in the allowance of stationery, under the 
88th and 91st paragraphs of the General Regulations for 
the Quartermaster’s department, to take effect from 
and after the Ist of July next: 

‘© 88. To a Colonel, or commanding officer of a regi- 
ment, or of a post garrisoned by not less than five com- 
panies, for the use of himself and staff, forty quires of 
paper per annum. 

‘©91. To the commanding officer of a separate post, 
garrisoned by more than two, and less than five, compa- 
panies, thirty quires of paper; to the commanding offi- 








cer of a post of two companies, twenty-five quires; and 
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to the commanding officer of a post of one company, or 
less, twenty quires per annum. 

** The issues will be made semi-annually ; and when 
an officer is relieved in command, the stationery on 
hand will be transferred to his successor.” 

By onper of ALEXANDER Macoms, 
Mayor General commanding in chief : 
ROGER JONES, 
Adjutant General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS. 


June 8—Lieut. M. Burk, 3d arty. assigned to the com- 
mand of Mount Vernon (Ala.) Arsenal. 
17—Surgeon P. Minis, to Furt Gibson, for duty. 
26—Asst. Sur. J. P. Russell, to return to St. Augus- 
tine, and there take charge of the General 
Hos pital. 
Asst. Surgs. H. Holt and S. Arnold, to Tampa 
Bay, for duty. 
Asst. Surgeons. T. Henderson and J. Beale, to 
Garey’s Ferry, for duty. 
Asst. Sur. S. P. Moore, to repair to Fort Gib- 
son, for duty with the 7th infy. 
Asst. Sur. M. Mills, to be assigned to duty with 
the lst Dragoons, at Fort Gibson. 

Asst. Sur. E. B. Wolcott, to accompany troops 
from Fort Crawford to Fort Snelling,and there 
remain on duty. 

27—Bvt. Major McClintok, 3d arty, assigned tem 
tarily to Recruiting service in the New 
ngiland States. 

















NAVY. 
ORDERS. 
June 22—P. Asst. Sur. J.C. Spencer, detd. from Ex. Ex. 

23—Com. T. W. Wyman, Rendezvous, Baltimore. 
Commr. T. T. Webb, do Norfolk. 
Surgeon S. Rapalje, Navy Yard, N. York. 
Lieut. H. Pinkney, Rendezvous. Baltimore. 

24—Carpenter J. Cox, Navy Yard,Portsmouth. 





Officers ordered to the Lexington. 


Commander, Joun H. Crack. 

Lieutenants, E. B. Boutwell, A. H. Foot, J. J. Glas- 
son, J. F. Miller, W* C. Chaplin. 

Surgeon, L. B. Hunter. 

Purser, W. P. Zantzinger. Acting Master, J. F. 
Green. 

Passed Midshipmen, J. H. Sherburne, B. F. Shat- 
tuck. 

Midshipmen, J. L. Parker, R.S. Wey, C. Weston, 
P.C. Van Wyck, T. K. Perlee. 

Boatswain, John Ball. Gunner, Samuel Daggett. 

Carpenter, Patrick Dee. Sailmaker, Henry Bacon. 


Additional officers ordered to the Falmouth. 


Lieut. L. G. Keith. 

Purser, Robert Pettit. 

Passed Mid. W.S. Schenck, F’. Piper, 

Midshipmen, R. H. Getty, S.C. Barney, T. H. Pat- 
terson. 

Lieut. E. Farrand, detached. 


NAVAL GENERAL ORDER. 


Every Purser of the Navy, on his return to the United 
States from a cruise in a vessel of war, having a guard of 
Marines, is required to furnish, without delay, to the 
Paymaster of the Marine Corps, a list of the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, com- 
posing the guard, showing the exact situation of each 
individual’s aceount. 





MAHLON DICKERSON, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Navy DeparTMENT, June 20, 1837. 





VESSELS REPORTED. 

Barques Pioneer, Lt. Comd’g. Cese, Consort, Lieut. 
Comd'g Glynn, and schr. Pilot, Lt. Comd’g. Morris, of 
the exploring squadron,got under ry from the anchorage 
off the Naval Hospital, near Norfulk,on Monday morn- 
ing, and proceeded up to the Navy Yard, to be docked. 

Ship Relief, store his, Lt. Comd’g. Dorning, came up 
from Hampton Roads on Monday morning, and anchored. 


| 





off the Naval Hospital. The broad pendant of Commo- 
dore JongEs has been transferred to the Macedonian. 

The repairs of the Delaware 74 having been complet- 
ed,'she was taken out of the dock on Saturday last. 

Ship Peacock, Commo. Kennedy, was at Callao 6th 
March, having arrived there about the 25th Jan. from 
Payta. The Peacock would sail thence, 8th March, for 
Valparaiso, where she would await the arrival of the 
North Carolina 74, and then return tothe United States; 
she will arrive the latter part of August next. 

Schr. Enterprise. Lt. Com. Hollins, arrived at Callao, 
6th March, from Valparaiso. 

Schr. Boxer, Lt. Com. Page, sailed from Callao, 6th 
March, for Panama, having on board Mr. Larned, Charge 
d’ Affaires from this Government, (he being relieved by 
Mr. Thornton) and Lt. Green, of the U. S. Navy, bear- 
er of despatches, arrived at Panama 9th April, and sail- 
ed thence, 20th following, for Callao. 

The officers and crews of the above vessels were in 
excellent health. 

Ship Vandalia, Capt. Crabb, arrived at Pensacola 
from Tampa Ba on the Ilth inst. On the 16th, the 
Vandalia sailed for several of the Mexican ports, earry- 
ing Mr. Greenhow, a Special Messenger to the Mexi- 
can Government, who was just from Washington. 

Ship Erie, Commo. Renshaw, and brig Dolphin, Com. 
McKenney, sailed from St. Catherines for Rio Janeiro, 

Brig Porpoise, Lt. Com. Wilkes, dropped down from 
the Navy Yard at Norfolk, on Friday morning, to the 
anchorage off the Naval Hospital. She will proceed on 
a surveying expedition in the course of a few days. 

The West India squadron, consisting of the followin 
ships of war, anchored off Brassos de St. Jago on the Sth 
inst. viz: 

} rigate Constellation, bearing the pendant of Com, A. 
J. DAtLaAs, 

Ship Concord, Capt. M. P. Mix. 

Ship Natchez, Capt. Wm. Mervine. 

Ship St Louis, Capt. Thomas Paine. 

Ship Boston, Lieut. Com. F. Engle. 








DEATHS. 





At Greenville, (S. C.) on the 23d ult. Mrs. LA- 
ODICEA SPRINGFIELD, aged 71 , wife of Captain 
Tuomas SprRiNGFigLp, and daughter of SoLtomon 
Langston, of revolutionary memory, whose family suf- 
fered perhaps more from the mer ravages of the 
Tories and Indians, than almost any other, and the sub- 
ject of these remarks took an active part in the struggle, 
and performed many daring feats in behalf of her suf- 
fering country and friends. She was the mother of 22 
children, and has left about 140 grand and great grand 
children. 

At Fort Mellon, Florida, on the 9th inst., Lieut. 
CHARLES E. KINGSBURY, of the 2d regiment of 
Dragoons. 





POSTPONEMENT--IRON FOR TANKS. 


Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, 
June 19, 1837. } 

HE time for receiving proposals, agreeably to the 

advertisement of the 30th May last, for Iron for 
Tanks, is extended tothe 5th July next, 3 o’clock, P. M. 
At which time proposals will be received for furnishing 
and delivering at the Navy Yard, Washington, fifty 
thousand pound of Rivet Iron, five-cighths of an inch; 
to be of the best quality, accurately rolled, and to un- 
dergo such tests as thc Commissioners of the Navy may 
direct. 

The Tank Iron for the Razee, with at least ten thoue 
sand pounds of Rivet Iron, to be delivered on the Ist 
September next ; and ten thousand pounds of Rivet Iron, 
to be delivered,at each subsequent delivery of Tank 
Iron for the sloops of war. 

Two good and sufficient sureties will be required for 
the faithful performance of the contracts, and, as an ad- 
ditional security, ten per cent. of the value of all delive- 
ries of both descriptions of iron will be deducted and 
retained, until the contracts are, in all respects, fully 
completed, and is to be forfeited in case of non-comph- 
ance on the part of the contractors. The names and 
residence of the sureties proposed must accompany the 
offers. 

June 22—tiJy 
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